
Mirthday 2009 
Jack's Mannequin (above) 
tops off this year's edition 
of the Mirthday concert . 

See A&E, page 8 

One Night, 
Lots of Percussion 
Todd Roach (above) 
is the Percussion Ensemble's 
special guest artist. 

See A&E, page 9 

Ousted from the top 

Softball team gets ranked 
15th and then drops two in 
a row. 

See sports, page 10 
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Web poll results: 
Should Chancellor George 

have taken a pay (Up 

Yes; he shoufd set an ex
ample for the rest of us. 

Maybe; the guy does have 
to put food on his table. 

No; but he should do his 
part and buy a (Duple of 
cars from GM. 

Doesn't matter; inflation is 
going to'lNipe out most of 
what he makes anyways. 

This week's question: 
What do you want SGA to 

address next year? 
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Biden comes to cam us on a search 

VP looks for answers from students, parents; faculty 
By SARAH O'BRIEN 

Editor-ill-Chief 

On Friday, April 17, Vice Presi
dent Joe Biden came to lJM-St. Louis 
accompanied by Secretary Arne Dun
can, White House Economic Advisor 
Cecilia Rouse and Missomi's Senator 
Claire ~:!cCaskill. 

They came to talk to students and 
faculty about college affordability for 
the middle class. 

Touting "A Stronger Middle 
Class." Biden spoke about the Alneri
can Recovery, the Rein estment Act 
and its effects On college afford a il
ity. 

"College is getting harder and 
harder to afford," Biden said. 

For many offamilies, according to 
the Obama administration, the cost of 
tuition has doubled making it harder 
for lower and middle class families 
to atIord college. Biden focused Oll 

the solutions that would make col-

JAZZ FESTIVAL 

lege affordable. Ideas that Biden dis
cussed included giving bigger tuition 
tax breaks for middle-class families 
from the American Opportunity Tax 
Credit. 

Before Obama, students and 
families could claim one of three tax 
breaks. To many. the tax breaks did 
not really proyide enough help, as 
Biden stated. 

Now, the American Reco\'eIY and 
Reinvestment Act can be claimed for 
four years instead of just two and is 
partially reti.l11dabl Another lu-

an aTBiden pre nted would to 
i r' e Pell Grant fo r low-illcom · 
shtdents. 

"One of the problems with the Pell 
Grants is that people are unaware of 
the Pell Grant," Biden said. 

In the past. Pell Grants failed to 
keep pace with fast rising tuition 
costs. Biden also discussed pos ibl 
initiative.s where the go 'ernment 
1V0uid loan money directly to studen ts 

UMSL holds 6th 
Jazz Festival 

By ANNA MARIE CuRRAN 

Staff Writer 

As students mayor may not be aware. April is "Jazz 
Appreciation Month. ' University of Missouri-St. Louis 
helped celebrate this by co-sponsoring a jazz festival, as 
they have fDr the last five years. This year, the festival 
featured guitarist/vocalist 101m Pizzarell.i, trumpeter Jon 
Faddis, drummer Peter Erskine. and Blues Brother icon 
Lou Marini. The UM-St: Louis Jazz Ensemble, directed 
by Jim Widner. also made an appearance. The clinics and 
classes during the daytime of the festival were frce, and 
tickets for the evening professional concerts were $ I 0-
$15-$25. 

and ensure the loan's availability. By 
shifting over entirely to direct lend
ing, the government would save four 
billion dollars a year and re-direct the 
savings into the hands of the students 

and families instead of the lenders. 
"One of the problems of the Pell 

Grant is that the people are lmaware 
of them. It's about expectations. Use 
them and go to a four-year college. 
Part of it is letting parents know to 
let them know there is a path," Biden 
said. 

Biden uggested that by lowering 
ule mpus operating os . co.lJeges 
could becom more. afii ble for 
students. For examp l . by callabomt
ing with other schools, universiti es 
could reduce their "output per hour" 
and double their class sizes. 

Duncan spok after Biden had' 

finished talking. speaking about the 
importan.ce of starting kids off early 
\vith hopes of flllthering their educa
tion. 

The festival took place ii-om Thursday April 16 until 
Saturday April 18, (but the nights on which professional 
musicians performed were Friday and Saturday) at the 
Touhill Performing Arts Center and the Anheuser-Busch 
& Lee Theaters on UM-St. Louis c.ampus. This year, the 
festival was co-sponsored by alumni Steve Shankman, 
president of Contemporary Productions, who donatcd 
50,000 dollars. Contemporary Productions is an entertain
ment booking and special event company. 

Part of Shankman's donation will be used to pay for 
artists who appeared as guest players at the festival and 
part of the conu'ibution will also be used towards scholar
ships for music students as well as music equipment for 
students to play and practice on. 

Matthew Hill • /'boIaF.dilor 

The Greater St. louis Jazz festival Friday night 
at the Touhill featured the UM·St. Louis Jazz En· 
semble with special guest artists Peter Erskine on 
drums and Lou Marini on saxophone. 

Shankman also started the Meynard Fergtlson Music 
scholarship at UM-St. Louis in a past donation to the mu
sic deparnnent of UM-St. Louis of 50,000 dollars. In a 
media release to the public on the St. Louis Greater Jazz· 
Festival Shankman said, 

"With this being the sixth year of the Greater St. Louis 
Jazz Festival and the desire to bring jazz to St. Louis , r 
want to help professionally and financially to perpetuate 
jazz in the greater St. Louis Region." 

In the media release, Jim Widner. director and creatOr 
of the festivai agreed and said that Shankman 's "continu-

I 

ous generosity has gone a long way in helping us give the 
best education possible to our jazz students and provide a 
unique learning enviroruncnt. ,. 

This year, lIM-St. Louis' Greater Ja::z Festival is the 
only jazz festi al in St. Louis. There are over 750 stu
dents from 4S different groups and 33 different schools 
who participated as well as several professional players 
as \-\iell. The festival has grown so largc, and attracted so 
much positive att.ention that in previous years, a wait list 
for participating schools had to be created. 
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Vice President Joe Biden spoke in the MSC Century Rooms at UM· 
St. Louis Friday about the changes that need to be done to make a 
college education affordable to everyone who wants to go. 

"Its a passion in making a differ
ence in student's Ii es," Duncan aid. 
"access is huge. This is going to be 
fought, we need our fourth to sixth 

.graders on campus and it's hard to 
lose when you don ' t dream ." 

UM -St. Louis Chancellor Tom 
George was present at the event. 
Among things he mentioned about 
the speech. he said of Bid en' plan to 

mak col ieg more affordable that, " it 
makes a di fference. N w is the time 
to do it. I'm confident we can do it.~ 

One srudent in attendance. Jona
than Eftink, junior. political science 
commented that Biden's vi it and 
speech "gave me hope that I can actu
aJ ly tay t the niversity." 

See BIDEN. page3 

SGA DEBATE A D ELECT 0 COVERAGE 

Debate sets up elections 
By KIMBERLY H UDSON 

Sw{flf/riler 

Every year, the campus votes to 
decide who the next Smdent Gov
ernment Association President, 
Vice-President. and Comptroller are 
going to be. This year, two of the 
positions are uncontested and the 
third has two people running against 
each other. On Thursday, the can
didates came together for a debate 
hosted by The Current in the SGA 
Chambers . While there are four to
tal candidates, one for president, 
one for Vice President and two for 
comptroller, only three ofthe candi
dates showed up for the debate. The 
lone person missing was one of the 
candidates for the comptroller posi
tion. 

The first person to respond to 
questions at the debate was incum
bent SGA President Grace Matie 
Ritter, junior, liberal arts, who is 
fe-running unopposed, for a second 
tenn. One student who was nUl

ning against Ritter dropped out of 
the race. Ritter lias asked ques tions 
about how she was going to imple
ment her goals for the ER Differ
ence. which is her slate 's name. Af
ter being asked three questions from 
moderator Sarah O'Brien, junior, 
anthropology. the vice president 
was up next. 

The vice president race is an
other uncontested one with Greg 
Meyer, junior, business adminish'a
tion, being the only candidate. Mey
er is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity on campus and was asked 
about how his affiliation with the 

fraternity would ffe t hi banding 
of the position. Meyer responded 
b p iuring out that tho fratemi 
Ii s on t ow"j campus do a lot more 
than just the st reotypical ones do. 
He fe lt that his expeJi nee. within 
the fraternity would aid him as Ihc 
v ice president. TIle only positiun 
that does have more than one p r
son mJ1ning is the comptroller race. 
At the debate. only Dann Rosner. 
junior, accounting. sh w d up. 

11 n-f Spina- los en~ junior. 
business adm.ini tratiOIl, ,a absent 
from the event. Ro. ner wa ask.:d 
only one que tion from the mod.:ra
tor and a few ther from member 
of the audience. Then, the debale 
was brought to a close. 

This year ha 'een one slate work 
hard for ekction. The ER Difter
ence has been campaigniug. They 
have a board in the quad and a H~w 
wooden sign around campus. They 
also have chalked the idewalh and 
handed out fl yers. The slate also has 
a website at erdi ffi:ren"e.com and 
has a group on Facebook:. Spina
Clossen has been ab"eIlt from the 
campaign trail thi, ear. a flyer. 
chalk, or website bas heen fo~d so 
far. The Elecrion commitl p bas not 
put Out any tatements about Spina
Clossen therefore he \ ill still be on 
the ballot. 

Voting begins Monday, April 20 
and ends Friday. Apri l 24 al mid
night Voting will lake piace online 
and links will be posted on the SGA 
\vebsite or the Offi c of Studenl 
Life's. 

.................. , ...... " ..... _._----
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Stay Current Monday 
~ 

Tuesday ~ Wednesday' ~ Thursday 
~ 

Friday Saturday ....... Sunday ,... Weather predictions 
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CAMPUS 
CRIMELINE 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 

PRoPERlY D 2ND DEGREE 
OAKRAll 

The staff at Oak Hall had a de
layed report of property damage. 
Persons unknown threw several 
chairs and tables off of the 5th and 
6th floor balconies from Oak Hall 
onto the pool deck, causing dam
age to the furniture. This incident 
occurred on 4-9-2009. There are : 
no suspects in this incident. The 
ilwestigation is ongoing. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14 

HARASSMENTIJDiUG RfJIRRAl 
VILLA RESIDENCE; 

The custodial staff at the Vil
la Building reported that a stu
dent had been , harassing one of 
the workers for the past several 
months. Vv'hen the UMSL Po
lice went to his room to question 
him. they observed a pipe used 
to smoke marijuana in his room. 
The student admitted to recently 
smoking marijuana. The contra
band items were destroyed. This 
matter will be refened to Student 
Atlilirs for violations of the Stu
dent Code of Conduct. 

Remem ber that crime preven
tirm is a community effort. and 
anyone h{/l,'ing information con
cerning these or an:,>, other inci
dents should call tact the Campus 
Police. If is very necessary for 
evelY0J1e to lock their doors when 
Ihey are out. EI'en if it is only for a 
minute 0 1' two. a simple locking of 
til door will prevent most thefts 
from occurring. As a remindel: 
pl ase report any suspicious peo
ple or activity to the UMSL Cam
pH Police immediately by calling 
911 if it i an emergenC)~ or the 
main nllmb ro/314-516-5155. 

CORRECTIONS 
1 ,"; 

On page 6 the Riverfront 
Times career fair story was incor
rectly titled with 'X'. It should 
have read 'Riverfront Times Ca
reer Fair' 

On page 7 the picture of the 
guitaJist was not captioned. He 
was a member of a band called 
Nothing Still, and was unidenti
fied. 

The Current regrets that 
sometimes in our making of this 
publication, we make mistakes. 
What we do not regret is cor
recting our mistakes. Please let 
us know of any CO;7'(!ctions that 
need to be made. 

To report a correction, please 
contact The Current at 314-516-
5174 or bye-mail at thecurrent@ 
llmsl.edu 

To work for 
the best after 
graduation. 

Work for the 
best before 
graduation. 

1thc [urrcnt 

. BANK ON IT: CEO LECTURES STUDENTS 

Sofi Seck • SI'iffPbot~ 

UM-St. Louis College of Business Administration Dean, Keith Womer, Ph.D., held a reception and lecture with Dr. James 
Bullard, 'president and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis on Tuesday April 14. 

Your weekly calendar of campus events 
"What's Current " is a free service for all student organizations and campus departments. Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. the Thursday 

before publ ication. Space consideration is given to student organizations and is on a first-come. first-served basis. We suggest all postings be 
submitted at least one week prior to the event. Listings may be edited in regards to space availabi lity and style, Email event listings to thecurrent@ 
umsl.edu w ith the subject "What's Current. " Only e-mailed submissions will be accepted. For more inf ormation, call 5174. 

All listings use 516 prefixes unless otherwise indicated. 

ONDAY, APRIL 20 

' . ing n lhghwuy 

Mary Troy reads from her 
novel, Swimming on Highway 
N, and describe's the genesis of 
it and other writing. how people, 
places~ and ideas merge into sto
ries . and the differences between 
Wliting a novel and a short story. 

April 20, 2009 12: 15 p.m. to 
U5 p.m., 222 J. C. Penney Con
ference Center. For Info: Karen 
Lucas at 5699. 

Graduate School Re
search Fair 

To celebrate Missouri Gradu
ate Schools Week, the Graduate 
School and Sigma Xi will co
sponsor the annual Graduate Re
search Fair to recognize graduate 
students' research. This event 
provides advanced graduate stu
dents the opportunity to present 
their scholarly and.creative work 
to faculty, staff, administrators, 
students, family members, and 
community members. The stu
?ents' research is presented in 
poster format so that visitors may 
interact with presenters directly. 
Judges will determine which 
studies deserve awards and spe
cia:! recognition. 

April 20, 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m., MSC Century Rooms. For 
Info: Mary Ellen Heckel at 5898. 

Political Science Acad
emy Meeting 

Speaker will be Thomas 
Schweich, visiting' ProfessQr of 
Law at Washington University 
and Former U.S. " Amassador. 
Schweich will be discussing the 
topic, "Unity and Clarity in Af
ghanistan. " 

Join for a lively discussion 
of what is emerging as possibly 
the #1 problem in U.S. foreign 
policy. 

. F oodand refreslill:tents will 
be _served. Maps and (jirections 
to Dr. Glassberg's home can be 
found at tbe Political Science 
Dept. , offic~, 347 SSB or by call-

. ing 5521. 
April 20, 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 

p.m. Prof. Andy Glassberg'S 
home. For Info: Mark Bacon at 
314-495-1971. 

UnWe i Orchestra & 
. Singers Concert 

University Orchestra & Uni
versity Singers ",rill be present
ing Franz Joseph Haydn's " Lord 
Nelson ~1ass." 

April 21, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m., Touhill Performing Arts 
Center _ Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
For Info: Julie Hutchison at (636) 
634-5857. 

Prayer Group 
Join the Catholic Newman 

Center for prayer each week. 
Alternate praying the rosary and 
doing a variety prayer (sugges
tions are always welcome!) Join 
aIiytinle! 

April 21, 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 
p.!ll., Catholic Newman Center. 
Fm Inf;o: Liz Detwiler at 314-
358-3455 

EDftESDAY, APRIL 22 

Winning the Battle with 
Procrastination 

How many times have you 
gotten sidetracked from doing 
'an assignment? College students 
. can easily fall into a cycle of pro
crastination. Getting at the rea
sons behind the procrastination 
is the key. This workshop will il
lustrate the steps and techniques 
to become a person who does not 
procrastinate. 

April 22, 8:30 a.m. to 9:15 
a.m., 225 MSC. For Info: Chad 

~Hoffer at 5300. 

Missouri Energy Sum
mit 

There is no cost to attend the 
. first day of this two-day event; 
however, to attend both days, 
there is a registration charge of 
$25, which includes meals for 
both days and the reception on 
Wednesday. 

.. " .\ -April 22, 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. University 'of Missouri-Co
Tumbia. For Info: Bob Samples at 
5665. 

: lime 'Management 
Learn how to improve grades, 

improve your quality of life and 

divide time between work and 
- .- f t .. ~ r 

recreatio~. Thi w.Orkshop will 
lt~lp you exarniii now'you spenu 
)16th tm.'te and hO\ you'might be 
able to become mOT efficient in 
your role as a student. 

April 22, 3:30 PM to 4:15 
p.m. , 225 MSC. For Info: Chad 
Hoffer at 5300. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 

It's Who You Know: 
Successful Networking 

Your job search network is 
larger than you think. Find out 
how to capitalize on it! Visit 
http://careers.umsl.edu and click 
on "Workshops" for more infor
mation and to register. 

April 23, 11:00 a.m. to 11 :30 
a.m., 278 MSC. For Info: Career 
Semces at 5 Ill. 

UMSL Alumni Student 
Connection Mentoring 
Appreciation Event 

Join us as we thank mentors 
and students for a successful year 
in the mentoring program. 

April 23, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m., Summit Lounge, Je Pen
ney Conference Center. For Info: 
Jennifer Black at 4738. 

Information Systems 
Programming Club , 

A Full Automation Reporting 
Pattern in the Healthcare Indus
try using VBA and SQL by Jian 
Wang. 

April 23, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m., 103 CCB. For Info: Dr. 
Dinesh Mirchandarii at 7354. 

~RlDAYf APRIL 24 

IC Short Course - File . 
Transfer & CD Writing 

This comse is designed to 
teach you the basic beginning 
steps of how to save and access 
YOl1I files on a PC or to a CD. 
Learn how to use several tools, 
storage devices and drives for 
creating storage spaces, folders 
and files that may be required for 
classes, your job or fm your own 
computing purposes. Topics in
clude: what is my 'K' drive, how 
to save files to a USB Memory 
stick or a CD, how to access files 

through a secure method, etc. 
April 24, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 

a.m., SSB 134. For info: visit the 
ITS website. 

2009 Spring Seminar 
Series in Business & 
Economics 

Mr. Shaji Khan, Ph.D. student 
in IS University of Missouri-St. 
Louis Topic: The Moderating 
Effect of Top Management's 
Collective Mindfulness on the 
Relationship between Top Man
agement Support and IS Func
tion Performance. 

April 24, 11 :00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., 401 SSB. For Info: Dr . . 
Dinesh Mirchandani at 7354. 

Tips and Strategies for 
Test Taking 

Do you prepare for tests only 
to find you completely blank out 
when the test is placed in front 
of you or that yom grade did not 
meet your expectation? Learn 
tips about taking certain tYPes of 
tests: ex. multiple choice, essay, 
true/false, etc. Get infonnation to 
make your test preparation more 
productive and on how to better 
manage test-taking jitters. 

April 24, LOO p.rn to 1:45 
p.m. 225 MSC. For Info: Chad 
Hoffer at 5300 . 

Online Courses 
Are you thinking of enrolling 

in an online course, but you are 
not sure what it is and if it is right 
for you? Or, have you already 
enrolled in one and just want to 
learn how 'to succeed in it? In 
either case, you should check 
out this infOlmative workshop, 
intended to give you a compre
hensive look at online learning. 
Hopefully it not only answers 
some questions about online 
courses, but also provides the 
too Is necessary to succeed in this 
new method of learning. 

April 24, 2009 2:00 p.m. to 
2:45 p.m. 225 MSC. For Info: 
Chad Hoffer at 5300. 

. Mentor/Protege Event 
Topic: A Day in the Life of an 

IT Professional. 
April 24, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. Grace's Place (204 CCB) 
For info: Dr. Joseph Rottman at 
6288. 
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The eurrent Best in State 
winner for 3rd straight year 

By SARAH O'BRIEN 

Editor-in-Chief 

Saturday night, the University of 
Missouri-St Louis' student newspa
per, The Current, attended the annual 
Missouri College Media Association 
conference at Saint Louis Univer
sity where they took horne the Best 
in State title for the third year in the 
row. 

The title Best in State is judged in 
between the four divisions of schools 
who won in the Best Overall catego
ry of their division. 

The Current is a division one 

JAzz FESTIVAL, 1 
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"The interest from paliicipating 
schools has exceeded our expecta
tions," Widner said. 

Shankman explained that he 
feels the festival is important be
cause it gives students and com
munity members an opportunity 
to attend jazz concerts. Shankman 
also explained that the festival can 
be conducive to students who are in 
the music program at UM-St Louis 
and it can help to open new doors 
for them. 

"The main reason for the jazz 
festival is to educate and inspire 
young musicians to continue with 
their music and become the next 
breed of jazz musicians in this coun
try," Shankman said. 

It is required to be a registered 
student at UM-St. Louis in order to 
vote. 

For more information about each 
candidate, see "One slate, two inde
pendents, each a student" from the 
March 16th edition of The Current. 
The story can be viewed online at 
thecurrenronline.com. 

school and was up against other large 
universities such as University of 
Missouri-Columbia, Ulliversity of 

. Missouri-Kansas City, Saint Louis 
University and Washington Univer
sity. 

At the conference, The Current 
was judged on submissions from 
2008, in multiple categories by vol
unteer judges. 

Former advisor for The Current, 
Judith Linville, was the presenter for 
the awards after Kent Ford could not 
make the ceremony. 

Linville, who retired in 2008, was 
named as Advisor of the Year for all 

Jon Faddis will be one of the 
several professional players that au
dience members of the Jazz Festival 
will have the chance to hear. Faddis 
made a similar statement to that of 
Shankman's explaining that he too 
felt that festivals such as the one 
UM-St. Louis held this weekend 
helped to enrich the lives of both 
students and community members. 

"I think it is important [to peo
ple J because it is part oftheir history 
as musicians and as Americans and 
this aJt fonn is one of our greatest 
gifts to the world. I think it helps the 
students [especially J to rise above 
many lllany things and become bet
ter people [and musicians 1 because 
of this music". 

solutions towards modifying our 
CUlTent campus smoking policy?" 
The referendum would encourage 
campus officials to work towards 
becoming a more smoke free. The 
student group Peers Advocating 
Smoke Free Solutions (PASS) pro
posed the referendum. 

of her dedication to The Current and 
to the MCMA. 

The Current took home awards in 
multiple categories including Feature 
writing, News Photography and Page 
One design in addition to the Best 
Overall and Best in State awards. 

In addition to the, awards cer
emony that was held Saturday night, 
there were workshops during the day 
that focused on different fields in 
journalism that members of The Cur
rent attended. 

The conference, which was based 
mainly out of the Busch Student 
Center at SLU, included a Friday 

Faddis is originally from Oak
land, Cal. and has been playing the 
trumpet for around 48 years. Fad
dis also plays other instruments like 
the piccolo or others in the trumpet 
family such as the cbrnet. 

He has never played at this par
ticular festival but he did play at the 
Bistro with Jim Widner, director of 
the festival, last time that he was in 
St. Louis. 

In previous years the festival has 
featured over 49 musicians from 
across the United States of Ameri
ca, including: Clark Terry, Marilyn 
Maye, Gordon Goodwin's Big Phat 
Band, Buddy DeFranco, Mulgrew 
Miller, Tom Scott, Shelly Ber, arid 
others. 

night social gathering at Salsaritas 
and a free buffet lunch on Saturday 
at Vito's. 

The annual awards banquet was 
held on Saturday night ' beginning 
at 7:00 with a cocktail hour that 
lead into a keynote speaker address 
from Margaret Freivogel, the Editor 
of the St. Louis Beacon, an online
only news publication. Freivogel had 
worked for the St. Louis Post Dis
patch years before leaving to begin 

. the Beacon. 
MCMA is held yearly. 
Next year it is going to be held in 

Kansas_City. 

.~II)~~!.fro,!!pqs.~.! 
"We used to be able to pay and 

now we've had to take out loans. I'm 
really glad Pell Grants will be invest
ed, and Pel! Grants have saved my 
academic life," Eftink said. 

This comes in a time where the 
University is making strict budget 
cuts and trying to fix a budgetary 
deficit. 

The preparations for the Vice 
President's visit began on Monday 
when the Missouri branch of the Se
cret Service arrived to begin security 
measures for the visit. 

The entire building was swept for 
security Friday morning from 7-9 
a.m. by the secret service. A message 
was sent out by Director of Student 
Life, MiriaJn Huffman asking that all 
offices and doors be left open for the 
sweep. 

There were metal detectors lo
cated at the escalator leading to the 
third floor of the Millennium Student 

The Currents 2009 Awards 
, 

• 
• 

Best in State 
Adviser of the Yfiar 

1st Place . 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Feature Writing 
News Photography 
Entertainment Cartoon ' 
Hlustration 
pgge One Design 
Fea~ure Page 
PRoto Page 
Be~ Overall Newspaper 

2nd Place 
• Spoits .c olumn 

3rd Place 
• Editorial Writing 
• SfDOfts Page 

Honorable Mention 
• Feature Writing 
• Spo~ writing 
• In-depth Ref:lorting 

I · Entertainflilel'lt Review 
l · Feature.Pho.tography 
I · Sports Photography 

Center where the event was held. 

i 
..J 

Biden finished his trip to Mis
souri by partnering with Governor 
Jay Nixon on creating a "Next Gen
eration Jobs Team," which provides 
internship opportunities for kids 
aged 16-24. These internships would 
partner them with employers such as 
Analytical Bio-Chemistry laborato
ries, BJC health system here in st. 
Louis and many more. 

About 3,000 youth will be ap
pointed into these "next generation 
jobs" beginning this SUflllller. Ac
cording to a press release, Nixon 
believes that this program will "cre
ate new jobs and tum this economy 
around. 

"We must ensure that Missouri 
has highly trained, highly skilled 
workers who are ready to compete 
for the careers of tomorrow," Nixon 
said. 
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NEWS BRIEfS 
Report issued on professors' salaries 

The American Association of 
University Professors released 
their annual report on faculty sala
ries from Universities around the 
Nation. 

Gary Forsee, President of the 
UM-System announced salary 
cuts earlier this year for UM fac
Ulty. 

According to the AAUP's 
newsletter, which accompanied 
the release of the report, "the most 
salient feature of the higher edu
cation landscape in the last three 
decades has been the increasing 
insecurity of faculty employ
ment". 

. Faculty salaries are public 
knowledge and can be viewed at 
the Thomas Jefferson Library. 

Student awarded Fulbright Grant 

Angela Toole, an Anthropol
ogy student at U11-St. Louis, re
ceived a Fulbright grant for her 
research on "The Owl and Woolly 
Monkeys" in Ecuador. The Ful
bright grant will fund her research 
for 2009-2010. 

Danielle Lee, a biology mas
ters student was named the Amer
ican Institute of Biological Sci
ences Diversity Scholar for 2009. 
Lee was given the award based 
on her undergraduate research as 
well as her dedication to science 
education and animal behavioral 
sciences. 

SGA ·Ele.ctions· 
are currently 

taking place. 

Vote today! 

Al so, students will be vot ing on 
Student Senate Candidates, three 
constitutional changes and a smok
ing policy referendum. There are 13 
open positions for Student Senate 
and 16 students running for those 
spots. 

Oue of the constitutional chang
es is adding ' Each official member 
of the Student Senate Organization 
shall be considered a member at 
large of the Student. Government 
Assembly, which would give stu
dent Senators a vote in the SGAAs
sembly meetings. 

were proposed, it was pointed out 
that the old system relied on people 
being honest as UM-St. Louis offi
cials could not check transfer GPAs. 
The last amendment states "Any 
person serving in any elective or ap
pointive position with the Univer
sity of Missouri - St Louis Student 
Government Association found in 
violation ofArtic U. Sections 1 or 
2, or found to be negligent of fulfill
ing a minimum of 3 of their duties as 
outlined in Article N." This change 
allows SGA officers to be brought 
up on impeachment hearings based 
off of a lack of fulfilling their du
ties as previously stated in the SGA 
Constitution. 

Wieners for Sen iors 
Student Senates sit on the Uni

versity Assembly, which helps gov
ern UM-St. Louis on issues ranging 
from the budgetto what new coms
es will be offered_ 

The smoking policy referendunl 
asks students "Should the Univer
sity of Missouri-St Louis explore 

Anofuer is changing some word
ings to say that SGA Officers "shall 
be a student in good standing, hav
ing a minimum overall UMSl grade 
point average of2.0 or provide doc
umentation showing a transfer grade 
point average of at least 2.0. ,. At the 
SGA meeting where these issues 

These measures along with the 
election of the SGA officers can be 
found on the SGA election website. 
The direct link to the election web
site is: https:llfusion.umsl.edulstu
dentlife/sga _elections. 

HELP CELEBRATE MISSOURI GRADUATE EDUCATION WEEK 
APRIL 20 - 25, 2009 

DO YOU WANT TO: 
• Advance in your career 
• Become credentialed 
• Earn 11 higher salary 
• Hone your professional skills 
• Develop new competencies 
• Change careers 
• Enter a doctoral program 
• Think independently and learn actively? 

THEN YOU NEED A MASTER'S DEGREE! 

JOIN US FOR THE 

GRADUATE RESEARCH FAIR 
Monday, April 20, 2009 - 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Century Rooms - Millennium Student Center 

Advanced graduate students present their scholarly and creative work to UMSL and 
external community members_ The students present their work in poster format so that visitors may 

interact with presenters directly. 
This year's focus is on research in Biology, Biochemistry/Biotechnology, Chemistry, 

Education, Gerontology, History, Physics, Behavioral-Neurological Psychology, Clinical 
Psychology, Vision Sciences 

Explore UMS~ Graduate School at http://graduate.umsl.edu/. 

The C1(lrren 
Home ofTri 

Free HOT DOGS and T-SHIRTS for SENIORS* 

Wnat He 5tn An nual Wieners for Seniors 

Wnen: Awil29tn from llam-2~m 

Wnere: Parking lot By tne MSC Lakes 

OJ witn liVE MUSIC ana More! 

For more information contact alumnl@umsl.edu 

AN UMSLTRADITION 

*whi~ suwlffi last 
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OUR OPINION 

Layoff alternatives 
Recently, The Current lamented the loss of John Klein, former Director of 

Student Life and Director.ofFiscal Operations in Student Life. 
Along with John Klein, other faculty members of University Missouri-St. 

Louis were let go. This is a very comrbon trend in the United States right 
now. Layoffs are happening all around the nation. Do they have to, though? 
iilld likewise, were recent UM-St. Louis layoffs necessary? 

Sure, dO\\OTIsizing is necessary for any business that is staffed above its 
means, but recently we have been facing detrimental unemployment levels 
for our country. This is why some businesses are trying to get creative. 

First, businesses should make cuts to any company funded trips, vaca
tions, picnics or anything that is not necessary for the business to function. 
Cutting a year of such things could be saving multiple salaries. 

Along the same lines, cutting unnecessary bonuses (yes, to the higher up 
staff members especially) would help avo id layoffs. 

Also, sometimes a business will fragment their budget so that in one area 
of the company layoffs are occurring, while another area can afford hiring. 
Re-budgeting and freezing all hiring would be an intelligent move for any 
business. 

One thing that tends not to happen as m uch are overall pay cuts. If you 
spread the cut of a few salaries over the entirety of the business (yes, includ
ing the owners, presidents, CEOs, etc.), cutting pay proportionally to salary, 
then people reliant on their jobs would have a chance to keep them. 

A complaint is that rather than leaving a few people short of paying their 
bills, an overall pay cut would leave many people short of paying their bills. 
To this we say that a business could couple an overall pay cut with education 
to the staff members on how to live within their new salaries . 

In turn, this could keep a business running efficiently without losing staff 
members. Also, the general pay cut could help to encourage a 'team' mental
ity amongst the staff since it would be a commonality. 

Another interesting downsizing trend amongst businesses is encouraging 
voluntary retirement. If someone retires a year or so early, then a person who 
has decades of work left in them could be able to keep their job during the 
years of recession. 

Finally, a downsizing trend in Europe that is pretty foreign to the States is 
cutting time. 

Naturally, an overall time cut for a business would include an overall pay 
cut as well. Jobs would be saved just the same, with an added, positive as
pect. People could use the extra time in their personal lives to spend with 
family, friends, neighbors and other communities. This is probably one of the 
best tactics available to company downsizing. 

So, back to the original question: were recent UM-St. Louis layoffs neces
sary? The answer seems to be 'No. ' 

With such an arsenal of possible alternatives to layoffs, it seems that UM
St. Louis could have spared those who were fired. 

It is an unfortunate but definite trend in the U.S. that people just want to 
have a lot of money. When they get a lot of money, they tend to want more, 
or at least want to not lose their large sums of income. 

Coupled with a selfish attitude, such persons are unwilling to sacrifice a 
small amount of pay in order to save another person's entire salary. 

With all of this said, UM-St. Louis should have reviewed more closely 
their alternatives to layoffs, instead of losing John Klein, and others, who 
were very useful and are now deeply missed. 

ER Difference endorsed 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Sarah O'Brien 

Jessica Keil 
( ate Marquis 
Bryan Goers 
Gene Doyel 
Matthew Hill 

"Our Opinion " reflects 
the majority opinion of the 

Editorial Board. 

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU 

Every year, The Current makes their endorsements for Student Govern
ment elections after the SGA debates . 

Unfortunately for the students, applications for positions within the three 
top spots of the student government were few, beginning with two candidates 
for president, one for vice and two for comptroller. 

By the debates last Thursday, the opposing candidate for SGA president, 
Candace Anderson had dropped out, and nothing had been heard from non
slate member Dustin Spina-Classen for comptroller. 

This leaves the HER difference" slate, consisting of current SGA president 
Grace-marie Ritter, Greg Meyer, and Dan Rosner as the only legitimate can
didates running for these positions-which, no offense, is sad. 

Beginning with the comptroller position, The CUI7'etlt endorses Dan Ros
ner, member of the slate. We do not ever really know what to think about 
comptrollers, so every year our endorsement is similar to crossing of the fin

gers and a sprinkle of luck. 
After the debate, however, we believe that Rosner is more than capable of 

handling the position . He seems very versed on how the budget and SABe 
allocations work, and seems to be serious enough t bring a little more orga
nization to the committee. 

Rosner kind of won by default , on the other hand. becaus-e his opponent, 
Dustin Spina-Classen not only did not show up to the debate, but had not as 
of that time submitted plans or goals for his term as comptroller ifhe were to 
be appointed. 

This really is sad, because everyone should have a contestant, and you 
cannot really run without participating in the election. 

Spina-Clossen was a promising candidate at the begiI1l1ing after walking 
into SGA second semester and becoming vice-chair, however, less and less 
has been seen of Spina-Clossen and his failure to tum' in goals and show up 
to the debate have severely injured his chances of winning the position of 
comptroller. 

Next, The Cun'ent is proud to endorse Greg Meyer, the only candidate for 
vice president, not only because he is the sale runner. Meyer showed initia
tive and excitement about taking over the committees, promising traits for 
this job where it is important to be organized and optimistic. Meyer promised 
a bolstering in the Fightin' Tritons committee, which was started by outgo
ing VP Jessica Cowan (who we will take this time to applaud as well for her 
outstanding commitment during the 2008-2009 academic year). 

Lastly, after much convincing, we have decided to also endorse Gracema
rie Ritter of the slate. After questioning her ability to follow through with her 
goals, Ritter made it clear that her goals for 2009-2010 were less general and 
more focused on small improvements rather than huge changes. 

Anderson, who dropped out of the running, was a very promising candi
date as well, and we strongly regret that she could not stay in the race. We 
believe it would have been better for the campus if there had been more can
didates up for election. 

Regardless, the "ER difference" slate has set up goals which you can find 
on their facebook page, or their website www.erdifference.com. 

The Current believes that this is a great mindset for a slate to have as we 
all know that it takes Universities forever to change--they move slowly, and 
it is impossible to expect anything different. 

We do have to comment on the slate name, however. We hate it. We en
dorse the slate, but we roll our eyes when anyone utters the "ER difference" 
or when we pass by the drawing of George Clooney in the Quad. 

We believe that this group is smarter and more clever than that name (each 
of their names end with ER-please abstain from gasps of surprise and spo
radic applause at this genius) implies. 

The name also state~ that the slate is going to be different, but it is im
portant to question how different this group can be,vben the same president 
heads it? We hope that Ritter keeps this in mind and truly uses this year to 
make a difference, or to at least do something differently than what little has 
been done this year. 

Regardless of the tragic forces of apathy on this year's elections, The Cur
rent has decided to endorse the "ER Difference" slate, in hopes that they can 
work positively on this campus to increase student interest in activities such 
as SGA, work for a balanced SABC, and work hard to maintain their goals 
as set out. 

It is also important to encourage students at UM-SI. Louis to hold the Stu
dent Government accountable for the goals they say they would like to obtain. 
A SGA cannot work properly without the active input and collaboration from 
other students and student groups on campus. 

Ritter said very clearly at the debate that it is her job to represent the stu
dent, so hold her, as well as the rest of the slate, accountable for the things 
they say. 

We wish all of the candidates good luck. 

As a forum for public 
expression on campus, 
The Current welcomes 
letters to the editor and 
guest commentaries 
from students, faculty, 
staff members and oth
ers concerned with issues 
relevant to the University 
of Missouri-St Louis. What's your opiniorJ.':~, 

> : .»»,-liP',. > 

Letters to the edi
tor should be brief, and 
those not exceeding 200 
words will be given pref
erence. We edit letters 
for clarity and length, 
not for dialect, correct
ness, intent or grammar. 
All letters must include a 
daytime phone number. 
Students must include 
their student 10 num
bers. The Editor-in-Chief . 
reserves the right to re
spond to letters. The Cur
rent reserves the right to 
deny letters. 

How do you feel about the 

topics we have covered? 

For information on 
writing a guest commen
ta ry, contact The Cur
rent's Editor-in-Chief. 

You can make your voice heard 
in a variety of ways! 

UNDER U REN 
By Sofi Seck. Staff Photographer 

What was your favorite TV 
show growing up "1 

What do you think? Send your own response 
to thecurrent@umsl.edu or talk about it in 
our online forums at thecurrentonline.com. 

McKenzie Whitaker 
Junior 

Elementary Education 

"Saved by the Bell. 
Zach Morris was so 

cute!" 

Mike Klevorn 
Senior 

Communications 

"Ninja Turtles because 
they were tight!" 

• Joe Biden 

• SGA Elections 

• Mirthday 

• Layoffs 

• Alumni weekend 

• Submit a letter to the editor 

• Write a guest commentary 

• Comment in our online 

forums 

Nandini 
·Rajashanmugam 

Sophomore 
Biology 

"Friends. So funny." 

Kurt Driemeyer 
Junior 

Business Administration 

"The Crocodile 
Hunter. Who isn't 
fascinated with 

fierce animals being 
wild?" 

Ayana Daniels 
Freshman 

Secondary Education 

"The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air. Will Smith was 
so funny and fine and 

still is. n 
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STAFF 
VIEWPOINT 
ChOOSing life 
over death 

By PAUL MAGUIRE 

My opinion tltis week was spurred 
on by an article I read, yes, on npr. 
org, about life and death. 

The article, entitled Catherine s 
Choice: to Plan a Death with Digni
ty,is written by Richard Knox abcmt 

his neighbor, Cath
erine Royce, wao 
was diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS), 
otherwise known as 

Paul Lou Gehrig's dis-
Maguire ease. 

For those who do not know, ALS 
is a disease that affects the nervous 
system. 

As stated by the ALS association, 
"The progressive degeneration of the 
motor neurons in ALS eventually 
leads to ... death. When the motor 
neurons die, the ability of the brain 
to initiate and control muscle move
ment is lost. With voluntary muscle 
action progressively affected, pa
tients in the later stages of the disease 
may become totally paralyzed." 

Eventually, someone with ALS 
loses all functioning abilities of his 
or her organs. Naturally, they die. 

Now, Catherine was diagnosed 
with ALS in 2003, and on March 
30 of this year, she chose to be dis
connected from her life support ma
chines, and she died. 

She could have lived longer, but 
according to the article and her essay 
submitted to NPR in December of 
2006, Catherine saw living and dy
ing as choices. For her, these choices 
were very evident, since her likeli
hood of dying from ALS was im
mense. 

She was hooked up to machines 
that she chose to use everyday. Any 
day between her diagnosis and death 
she could have cbosen to die, but she 
chose to live until March. 

Not only did she choose to live, 
but she seemed to have a bright out
look on life. 

Control over her own life became 
very impOI1ant; probably because it 
was one of the few controls she had 

remaining. 
Many of us hold life to be some

thing special and sacred, in a super
natural sense. 

For me, though, much like Cath
erine and unlike many others, there 
is no set of moral code convincing 
enough to make me believe that life 
is supernaturally special. 

So, what convinces someone 
without such a moral code to see life 
as special and choose it over death? 
Or better worded, what causes such a 
person to choose to embrace life de
spite the option of death? 

First, I consider life. Life is a 
profoundly mysterious thing. There 
is no general agreement on how or 
why it exists . 

The only general agreement is 
that life, for most sentient beings, co
incides with experience. 

Often times a person will become 
aggravated with life even though 

there is plausibly a long life ahead, 
with many new experiences avail
able. 

This person will do so because of 
a perceived 'bad' experience, or set 

of experiences, whether they are in 
his or her past or as predicted in the 
future. 

It seems that many humans have 
categorized experiences into 'good' 

and 'bad' to such a degree that they 
cannot endure certain experiences 

deemed 'bad.' I see all experienc
es, especially those in hindsight, as 
things from which I canleam. Even 

though there are things that I would 
rather not endure, if most of the time 
they are new experiences. 

Death may bring nothingness, 
while enduring 'bad' experiences 
may lead to enjoyable ones. For me, 
experiences are that for which we 
live, whether pleasurable or not. 

Reading about Catherine reany 
helped me to see that if a person in 
her condition can see living as a good 
choice for so long, then a person who 
is not faced with death on a daily ba
sis, like me for insta~ce has no ex
cuse to waste life. 

I can. take my experiences, wheth
er good or bad and enjoy them. 

I can learn from them no mat
ter what, and J can choose life over 
death everyday. 

Paul Maguire is Opinions Editor 
and a c~rtoonist for The Current. 
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Focus on 
the good 

By SOFI SECK 

T~ing on my television and. 
watching the news is usually the 
most depressing part of my day. It 
is always the same TV personalities 
telling me all that is wrong' with the 
world. They talk for hours about war, 
shootings, bad parenting, and celebc 

rities'stupidity. It is 
like they thrive on 
this stuff, and I have 
gwwn bored of it. 

All of this nega
tive press has me 

Sofl Seck asking, are there any 
good things happening in the world? 

Do not get me wrong, I do not 
want to forget that bad things happen 
all together. I think that we should 
see more international news for sure, 
but that does not mean that we should 
only see the depressing stuff. There 
are so many great things happening, 
and we never even hear about it. 

. Did you know that many auto
makers are developing plug-in hy
brid vehicles and electric cars? And 
that this expansion would help meet 
President Barack Obama's goal of 
having I million plug-in hybrids on 
the road by 2015? Ok, this one is a 
little close to home, so you may have 
heard about it. 

How about this: scientists in Sin
gapore say they have created a way 
to change global-warming carbon 
dioxide into clean-burning metha
nol using a procedure that uses less 
power than earlier tries . They have 
used non-hazardous organo-catalysts 
to create ethanol. How amazing is 
that? 

Want something less environ
mental? Try this : I heard that crimi
nals incarcerated in eastern India are 
being played calming classical music 
on a daily basis to help 'soften' them 
up. The music is played for four 

~9~ e~~FYdI!Y on 10lhd;s~~efS ... tbtlt 
are placed i,\l a w ieiY. or p laces in 
t1;l.e ,pnson. Is ould not .~.elp but smile 
with am'usement When I first heard 
about this. 

In Cuba, urbaD gardens are being 
grown in vacant lots, at the side of 
parking lots, in the suburbs, and even 
on top of roofs in the cities. This 
came from a military plan for Cuba 
to be independent in case of war, 
and was popularized by the public 
as a reaction to a food emergency 
that followed the end of the Soviet 
Union. These gardens have become 
so popular that they occupy more 
then 86,000 acres of land across the 
island. They make up more than half 
of the leaf vegetables eaten in Cuba. 

And eyen in a war torn coun
try, light finds a way to shine. Iraq 
started flushing extra salinity out of 
millions of acres of land in a project 
aimed to clean up rivers, bring new 
life into dying soils, and revitalizing 
what was once part of 'the fertile 
crescent' . 

And 4!. ..Qur own backyard new 
discoveries are being made. Did you 
know that about 40 percent of Afri
can-Americans have a hereditary ale 
temative that can defend them from 
heart failure and extend their lives? 
That is according to a study conduct
ed at Washington University School 
of Medicine in St Louis that offers 
a reason why beta-blockers do not 
seem to help Some African-Ameri
cans. 

These are just a fraction of hu
manities greatness. All around the 
world lives are being saved, more 
and more people are volunteering, 
communities are growing stron
ger and amazing people are doing 
amazing things every moment of 
everyday. In a world full of negative 
neVi'S, we would do well to remember 
some of the good things every once 
in a while. 

Soft Seck is the sfaff photographer 
for The Current. 

LET YOURI, 
VOICE BE 

HEARD 

WWW.thecurren1Xlntine.comJ 

By SARAH O'BRIEN 

Last night, The Current won the 
Best in State award for the third 
year in a row. This is something 
that we here at The Current, includ
ing myself, are incredibly proud 
of. A three-year legacy is rare, and 
even rarer for a school with no jour-

, nalism program. 
After Will

ning about twenty 
awards ranging 
from writing and 
cartoons to photos 
and design, we re
alized that we were Sarah 

O'Brien once again in the 
running for this prestigious award: 
Missouri College Media Associa
tion- Best in State. 

There are so many things that I 
would love to mention, like how [ 
was so nervous I could barely .relax . 
my hands long enough to eat my 
dinner at the MCMA banquet, or 
how I could not stop anxiously bob
bing my feet in between awards. 

I would like to mention how 
phenomenal it is for a sch901 that 

rocllr [Urrrnt 

A proud legacy 
bas no journalism program to speak 
of to consistently annihilate one of 
the top journalism schools in the 
nation. In addition to this, we beat 
out hundreds of other schools with 
"real" jeurnalism programs. 

More importantly I would like 
to comment on how much the staff 
of The Current deserves this award. 
After a hard year where it has been a 
struggle to even find the motivation 
to come to work for many of us, we 
have turned the paper around. We 
have improved readership, design, 
content, as well as retained staff. 

Sure, there are nightly disasters 
and people not doing their jobs. 
However, there is a strong core of 
student workers here at The Cur
rent who would take a bullet for The 
Current (that is only a slight exag
geration). These students put sweat 
and tears into putting out a paper 
for the campus to enjoy every Mon
day. They are of:l:en giving up time 
with loved ones, r time that should 
be spent on homework, studying, or 
academic papers. 

What is important is that we try 
our best. Our best is the absolute 

best of anyone else 's endeavors in 
the state. The staff gives one hun
dred and eighty percent of them
selves one hundred and eighty per
cent of the time and they deserve to 
be acknowledged and respected for 
the work they do. 

Matthew Hill, the photo and 
web editor, told me when I was 
News Editor that journalism is a 
thankless mistress. Not only do 
we not get the resp'ect we deserve . 
on campus, it often seems like you 
do not get the respect you deserve 
in your own office. The paper that 
we slave over gets ripped open to 
do the sudoku or crossword puzzle, 
and about ninety-eight percent of 
the phone calls or visits we receive 
do not revolve around compliment
ing or thanking or engaging in aca
demic debate with us. People call 
in for movie passes (ooh how I 
loathe thee). 

The point is this staff has worked 
harder for the past three years to 
prove to UM-St. Louis, themselves, 
that we are great, and we do have 
what it takes. We are by no means 
asking for more appreciation, we 

GUEST COMMENTARY 

know we will never get that. I am 
simply stating that I appreciate ev
ery minute that every member of 
this staffhas ever spent in the stuffy 
office designing pages, fixing pho
tos, proofing content, editing stories 
or anything that has complimented 
the greatness of our production. 

The feeling of Saturday night is 
not one that I will likely ever for
get. The nervous hopefulness that 
was bolstered every time we heard 
"from UMSL's The Currenf' com
bined with the excitement in every
one's eyes when we finally won is 
an emotion that will stay with me 
for the rest of my life. 

We may be a MCMA legacy, 
but the legacy lasts within our awe" 
some staff, our obscene dedication 
and our inspiration to grow stronger 
and better as a Pllblication as the 
years continue. 

Congratulations to the staff of _ 
The Current. We did this together, 
and I am forever grateful for your 
hard work and dedication. Cheers. 
We are truly the champions. 

Sarah 0 'Brien is Editor-in
Chief of The Current. 

The April 15 tea parties and bias 
By BOB BURRIS 

The April 15th Tea Parties offer 
a great opportunity to eyaluate a 
novel expression of disag~eement 
surrounding what may be a rather 
diverse set of issues. In so far as 
the Tea Parties seem to represent 
rather strong opinions and feelings 
of some, they deserve to be taken 
seriously. Ii seems like the Tea 
Parties can be judged reasonably 
fairly by reading the demonstration 
signs used, listening to participants, 

ho~ts and. C, ,t.Q.e:;, v \Wt ro~cI 
~ .. wat~ing and I:e;uiwg ",ario.u.s 
sources of covernge. On Qne end of 
the ' cov~rage sPeotl1lU1, 'F~x Cable 
News seems to be the closest thing 
to the "official" coverage ofthe 'lea 
Parties, considering their commen
tators' roles in acting as event MC's 
in advertising and in promoting the 
events. This is in spite of some on 
Fox previously swearing up and 
down ' that they would merely be 
covering the Parties, not endors
ing them. On the other end of the 
spectrum, relative to Fox anyways, 
are a good number of other media 
outlets that have been labeled "the 
mainstream media" and are often 
charged with unfair bias regarding 
the Tea Parties. 

These charges mayor may not 
be justified, but are indicative of 
what we, collectively or culturally. 

deem "unfair bias". Charges of me
dia bias, whether used by Tea Party 
supporters or anyone else on any 
other occasion, beg certain ques
tions, like: is "bias" automatically 
always a bad thing, is it possible to 
completely eliminate, and is bias 
always undesirable? First of all, I 
think "the media" gets a little too 
much credit (or discredit?) for be
inga monolithic institution. Sec
ond of all there are various types 
of media bias, 
some of which " 

what I have written, or should I lim
it the number of topics I address? 
What criteria do I use to make these 
decisions? These choices hardly 
represent an intentional attempt 
to avoid certain areas that I would 
have other.vise addre-ssed giv en a 
fornlat with difthent constraints. 
Rather, they are more indicative of 
a structural bias to whirh I need to 
adjust in order to publish in a cer
tain media. 

are. ,unacoeptable 
fOr jl. ~i~~ jj.tld 
prof sioo-al ne\ 
organization to en
gage in. Ob iotiS 
examples would 
be for news an
chors to roll their 

Is 'bias' autoroat:l-

Also, our cul
ture tends to con
fuse ~voxable. 
logj.cal anclSIIl 
and rational analy
sis with an wlfair 
bias. An example 
of thi ' is unjust 
bias bei.ng auto-

, t-

cally a bad thing, is it 
possible to completely 
eliminate, and is bias 
always undesirable? 

eyes or use a sar
castic voice while 
reporting news stories. It is more 
questionaGle whether other types 
of bias are necessarily bad or even 
unavoidable. For example, it is not 
avoidable to completely eliminate 
bias in selecting what you cover, 
emphasize, or even how you relate 
an event. Otherwise, why would 
any legitimate news organization 
have an editor? For instance, I have 
to limit the size of this colwnn in or
der for it to be printed. That leaves 
me certain choices: do I condense 

" 
matically called 
when a position 
is presented in an 

unflattering manner. To be sure, 
negative coyerage through illogical 
criticism., irrational analysis, and 
selective editing with the intention 
of damage are unfair. But a par
ticular position may not hold up to 
logical scrutiny, and an interviewee 
representing a certain ideology may 
not be able to articulate much more 
than a visceral type of opposition , 
which would cause a final report to 
look unflattering. But this does not 
automatically merit an accusation 

L£TTER TO THE EDITOR 
Editor: 

I have one thing to say to the 
distinguished J. Martin Rochester 
regarding his letter to the Editor: 
"Lighten the hell up!" First of all 
this "sorry excuse for an edito(, 
and her team for the past several 
years have won numerous state 

and national awards for journal
i.sm excellence. Their newspaper 
makes this university look great. 
I am extremely proud of them. 
The position of editor is one of the 
most sought after student positions 
on campus. It is extremely hard 
work, a lot of responsibility, many 
late nights, and a job I am certain 

Ms. O'brien takes seriously as they 
are paving the way to starting theiJ' 
careers. How dare you personally 
attack her like that. 

The parody issue is a long time 
tradition for the staff to get together 
near the end of the school year and 
have a great time be creative and 
many of the stories through the 

of unfair bias. 
in the case of the Tea Parties, 

the Parties certainly do deserve 
coverage in that they are real events 
that reflect some people's strong 
feelings . But that they are not au
tomatically covered as favorably 
as on Fox does not merit a legiti
mate charge of bias. Furthermore, 
it seems like .a 'visceral hostility 
towards and feelings of being vic
timized by coverage by the "main
stream media" were large issues 
running up to and through the Tea 
Parties. Legitimate . or not, when 
one Dlak~s these charges, and main
tains them as an attitude, it makes 
one to a degree complicit in alienat
ing oneself from the "media". 

My point is not to belittle the 
Tea Parties and charge the partici
pants with being emotional and ir
rational. Certainly there are number 
of valid aspects of the human expe
rience other than logical rational
ism that are useful and playa part in 
expression and in decision making. 
But one cannot expect an eyent that 
is seemingly dominated by a com
bination of emotion, reaction. and 
offering of negative alternatives to 
be given the same type of coverage 
and consideration as a clear argu

ment that offers positive, proactive 
alternatives. 

Bob BurTis is undergraduate 
student at UM-St. Louis. 

years have been in bad taste. Get 
a grip, it is a joke. You know what 
they say if you can't take ajoke. 

Michelle L. McMurray 
Former Editor of 

The Current, 1992-93 

SCIENCE 
COLUMN 

Page 5 

LHe: good 
or bad? 

By CATE MARQUIS 

Particle physics uses very big 
equipment to detect very small things 
to answer questions about very big 
matters lik~ the origin of the universe 
and the nature of matter and energy. 

The Large Hadron Collider is one 
of the latest attempts to find some 

.I 
of those bIg answers. The LHC was 
started up in September 2008 but shut 
down after only a week due to a he
lium leak that followed an electrical 
problem. The collider, located on the 
French-Swiss border at the European 
Center fir Nuclear Research, now is 
expected to be up and Iunning by late 
summer 2009. 

The LHC is the most power
ful particle accelerator built so far. 
Particle accelerators smash proton 
beams together to explore the nature 
of matter and test theories of phys
ics. One of the things that researchers 
hope to discover in using the LHC is 
the Higgs boson, a particle proposed 
by the theory of Peter Higgs in 1964. 
Before the moment of the Big Bang 
that created the universe, all matter
energy were unified and then they 
were not. The Higgs boson, dubbed 
the "God particle" by the press, is 
the single particle that gave mass to 
all others after the Big Bang. Here 
is how the theory was described in 
"Time:" 

"In 1964, Higgs theorized a 
mechanism to explain how two types 
of particle, massless like everything 
else immediately after the Big Bang, 
came to acquire different masses 
as the universe cooled. Using this 
mechanism ... scientists were able to 
extrapolate how all particles get their 
mass. Higgs thus plugged a major 
hole in the Standard Model, the far
reaching set of equations on the in
teraction of subatomic particles that 
is the closest modern physics comes 
to a testable 'theory of everything.''' 

One experiment at the LHC seeks 
to prove the existence of the Higgs 
boson by re-creating the immedi
ate after effects of the Big Bang and 
searching for one. 

So far, experiments with other par
ticle colliders have failed to produce 
a detectable Higgs boson, although 
some scientists felt they were getting 
close. Proving its existence verifies 
this theory and sets us on a path to 
an elegant solution to fundamentals 
of physics, and the long hoped-for 
"theory of everything." 

But is there a danger in recreating 
the tiny particle that caused the Big 
Bang? Or is that what we are talking 
about? 

There is a lot of discussion of the 
danger of creating a Higgs boson. 
The concern is that the process might 
create a small black hole that could 
expand and engulf the planet. This 
concern is by no means restricted to 
non-scientists or conspiracy theo
rists. A German chemist, Otto Ross
ler, filed a lawsuit in August 2008 
to halt the LHC with the European 
Court of Human Rights, citing that 
such an outcome would threaten Eu
ropeans' right to life. In March 2008, 
American environmentalists filed 
suit in federal cpurt in Hawaii seek
ing to force withdrawal of American 
support for the project. 

Overwhelmingly, ph)'Sicists say 
there is no need for concern. CERN 
scientists say that creating tiny black 
hole or holes are highly unlikely and 
any tiny black holes created would 
vanish harmlessly on their own, due 
to Hawking Radiation. According to 
British physicist Stephen Hawking, 
for which this theory is named, black 
holes not only suck in light, matter 
and energy but quickly Ic!ak the same 
back out, leading to the disappear
ance of any very small black holes. 
CERN backed up their oonclusions 
by having an independent panel of 
physicists review them. They fur
ther assert that equivalent collisions 
to those that will take place in the 
LHC, which produce similar levels 
of energy, already take place daily in 
space between cosmic rays, with no 
such catastrophic effect. 

Still, all of this is theory, on both 
sides, until it is tested. Most likely no 
disaster will occur but neither side 
can be absolutely certain. While we 
should not be afraid to move forward 
in exploring the nature of the uni
verse, there is a place for reasonable 
questions. 

•• •• • • • • .. · ··· , · · · , ,, ·· , .. • .. • ••• •• •••· • • • •• • , . .. . . ..... . . i .. . .... . ...... . 

see lHC, page 12 
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TOP TEN 

Best things about 
Mirthday 2009 

10 Funnel Cake 
Just as long as you 
grabbed a cake after 
riding Moby Dick five 
times. 

09 Trebuchet 
The only thing missing 
from past Mirthdays 
was a medieval siege 
weapon, but this year 
UMSL came prepared. 

08 Physics Club Booth 
Three words: liquid ni
trogen marshmallows. 

07 Live Music 
Jack's Mannequin and 
an impromtu percus
sion band all wrapped 
in one. 

06 Volleyball Tourna
ment 
Students can get their 
volleyball fix once a 
year. 

05 Carnival Rides 
At least three of the four 
rides at Mirthday actu
ally worked, and that's 
a passing grade, so we 
like it. 

04 Turkey Legs 
Students watched the 
trebuchet and did 50 
while eating like Henry 
VIII, partying like it's 
1199. 

03 The Sun 
It came oot to chill at 
UMSL for ,Mirthday, 
promptly disappearing 
for the rest of the week. 

02 No Parking 
Wait, that sucks. Oh 
well. It's not like there 
is ever UMSL parking 
anyway. , 
01 Free stuff 
Free prizes= free fun. 

rm:hc [urrrnt 

Photos by Sofi Seck • Slalf Pboirwa{lber 

Robbie Haupt, senior, media studies, Matthew Amend, senior, theatre & dance, and Joey Watson, senior, theatre & dance enjoy the free 
rides at Mirthday. The University Program Board sponsored the event held Wednesday. 

Trebuchets, Moby Dick, Liquid 
Nitrogen: Mirthday has it all 

On a rare sunny day amidst weeks 
of April rain, the U?vI-St. Louis held 
its annual · carnival, Mirthday. This 
year the carnival featured staples that 
UM-St. Louis students and faculty 
have come to expect from Mirthday. 
Student organization booths, spinning 
carnival rides and funnel cakes were 
just a few. New this year to Mirthday 
was a 50 ft tall wooden trebuchet that 
launched water balloons. 

What some attendants may have 
noticed about Mirthday 2009 was not 
what was there, but what was not 
Missing were the inflatable jumpers, 
the staff-dunk tank and the local band 
side stage. 

"We were trying to be fiscally 
responsible," Jessica Long, Student 
Activities Coordinator said of the 
changes. 

Also, the 68 student organizations 
that signed up to participate in M irtb
day were asked to pay a $10 booth fee 
when in the past it had been free. . 

"The fee helped pay for rental 
equipment," Long said. "We didn't 
want to make it expensive though, 
and many organizations have the 
money as a palt of tbeir S,<\BC budget 
anyway." 

Despite the changes, students, fac
ulty, staff and community members 
came out in large numbers to the front 
MSC parking lot for a break in classes 
or work. 

''I'm in grad school here and I go 
to St. Louis Community College, so 
I'm just exhausted from the semes
ter." Katherin Kehoe, graduate stu
dent, education said. "[Mirthday] is 
a good relaxer." 

According to Long, Mirthday is 
an event meant to do just what Kehoe 
explained. 

"My understanding is that Mirth
day is used to bring campus together 
and the St. Louis community for that 

carnival atmosphere before finals 
so we all can relax and have a good 
time." 

The changes made to Mirtbday this 
year did not go unnoticed by some re
turning UM-St Louis students. 

"I worked Mirthday last year," 
Chris O,vens, junior, biology said 
while adding liquid nitrogen to a flask 
in order to freeze some mini marsh
mallO\\'s. Owens worked tbe Pbysics 
Club booth this year and last 

"There isn't a cover over our booth 
this year," he said "butit's not that hot 
today so it doesn 't matter that much. 
It was nice to have." 

Robert Goldstein, junior, engi
neering was watching Owens pour 
the liquid nitrogen. He had a similar 
response to the Mirthday cutback. 

"My freshman year, Mirthday had 
a side stage with Reel Big Fish. The 
local bands on the side stage were 
good, I miss that," he said.. 

Long explained that the side stage 
was missing from tbis year's Mirtbday 
both to conserve funding and because 
"it is hard to get people to volunteer," 
she said. 

Instead, tbe UM-St. Louis radio 
station The U DJ-ed Mirthday, even 
providing a carrrival game of their 
own for attendants to play. Altbough 
Goldstein missed the side stage, by no 
means was he heartbroken at its ab
sence. 

"I have fun going to tbe different 
organizations and seeing what tbey 
are doing," he said. "I'm an engineer
ing major so the physics bootb is pret
ty fun. The booths are the best part." 

In fact, tbe student organization 
booths at Mirthday 2009 had no 
shortage of inventive carnival games. 
For instance, at tbe Pan-African As
sociation booth attendants were given 
prizes if they could guess the names 
of various cOlmtries in Africa, and 

(ABOVE) Uegin Lin, freshman, engineering, and (BELOW) Pengyuan 
Zhang, freshman, business, and RuiDong, freshman, biochemistry, 
play some of the many free games at Mirthday. 

the Political Science Academy booth 
gave out prizes for hitting a cutout of 
a political figure with a sandbag. 

Inaddition to the student organiza
tion bootbs at Mirthday, four different 
carnival rides, three of which were in 
operation, were present. Screams and 
laughter filled tbe air as students rode 
the ever-popular Moby Dick ride. 

Anotber aspect of Mirthday 2009 
was the percussion band made up of 
students and faculty, located among 
the student organization booths. Car
los Suarez, senior, international busi
ness could be found listening to the 

music. He agreed tbat he noticed a 
change in Mirthday this year, but was 
not bothered by it. 

"The school getting togetber to so
cialize a¥ hang out is the best part of 
Mirthday, that, and the band is at the 
end," Suarez said. "It is a little more 
low key this year but it 's still fun ." 

Overall, despite the cutbacks for 
Mirthday 2009, the carnival event had 
no shortage of free candy, free prizes 
and even free condoms (given out by 
the Amnesty International booth). 

"I just like that Mirthday has free 
stuff," said Kehoe "tbat's the best." 

Students' talent showcased in 2009 "I!itMag' 
By KIARA BRELAND 

Staff Writer 

University of Missouri-St. Louis 
students can view some of their own 
artwork ranging from photography 
to prose in this year's LitMag. The 
Millenium Student Center's Gallery 
Visio held the official launch party 
for the LitMag on April 16. The event 
featured the creators of the LitMag 
along with faculty, friends, writers' 
and two guest speakers. This year, 
the art cover was an ink drawing by 
Keyah McCoy. 

"I did the drawing in ink and it was 
a class assignment" McCoy, sopho
more, fine arts and communicatiop 
said. Her technique for the complex 
drawing was simple. 

"I did an outline, and filled in the 
details," McCoy said. 

. ..---
This was McCoy's first publica-

tion and she was happy but surprised 
at winning the contest. 

Her piece shows a woman on one 
side and a man on the other and is fi lied 
with designs and patterns throughout. 
The piece, which is entitled "Left in 
Your Memory," was inspired by a past 
relationship 

"It was about a past relationship 
that ended and the title describes what 
was left after the relationship was 
over," McCoy said. 

The LitMag featured photogra
phy as well and two of them,"Night 
Bridge" by Veronica Vollmer and 
Faisal Pervaiz's "Old Man Reflect
ing" were winners of the International 
Photo Contest that was also on dis
play in tbe Gallery Visio. 

"The LitMag was started as a club 
and it later evolved into the class Edit
ing LitMag, which [can be] a capstone 
for the Creative Writing Certificate. It 
began as a class in around 1999. It 
comes out every year in the spring," 
Bethany Webb, senior, English said. 

"It only took about ten weeks and 
it is divided up into three sections," 
Webb added. 

The winner of the prose contest 
was Matthew Pachmayr's story en
titled "American Prostitute." 

"I was surprised that I won the 
contest [ especially] since I only sub
mitted [American Prostitute] because 
the original one was too 10ng,"Pach
mayr, senior, English said. Pachmayr 
thanked aU of tbe staff at the LitMag 
for the opportunity, and thought his 

. change of ending helped the story get 
submitted 

"I changed the story ending right 
before I sent it [because the original] 
was really corny," Pachmayr said. 
The winner of the poetry contest was 
Madison Baer, freshman, secondary 
education. Baer said she was sur-

Matthew Hill • Photo fLUtor 

Visiting author Andrew Faltschul was a guest reader at the launch 
party for this years edition of LitMag, which was held at gallery Visio 
on Thursday. 

prised at winnir)g. 
Baer's poem entitled "Darfur" was 

inspired by the troubled part of Sudan 
that is now quite familiar to many 
Americans. 

"A couple years ago I became 
really interested in the Save Darfur 
movement and I had been thinking 
about the situation over there for a 
few weeks before I wrote the poem, 
and it just came to me," Baer said. 

The LitMag received over 250 
admissions in poetry, artwork, and 
prose. 

"We started trying to pick stories 

from the second week of school up 
until two weeks ago. Everyone re
ceived packets, and we would spend 
weeks reading and rereading them," 
said Allen Wiggs, senior, glob.al stud
ies. Wigg's stated that the staff's main 
objective was wondering if the piece 
fit the paper. 

"There wasn't anything specific 
we were looking for. As long as it was 
well written and showed good tech
nique [it had a good chance of getting 
in]," Wiggs said. 

See LlTMAG, page 12 
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[FACULTY 

Anne-Sophie 
Blank 

5tajf Wrfter 

Originally from a region of 
'western part of France called 
BJitta:ny Anne-Sopb ie Blank has 
been teaching .students French 
at University of Missouri-St. 
Louis since 1993. Blank came 
to St. Louis in 
the sununer of 
.1984, and 'be
came a "proud 
citizen" in Sep
tember of2000. 

"I would 
.not go back for 
anything .in the Assodate Teaching 
world! I just Proi.!ssO'r, F/';mch 

like it too much here," Blank 
said. 

Blank, associate teaching pro
fessor ofFreD.ch teaches all levels 
of Frellch, except literature and 
a.lso serves as the Study A broad · 
Advisor for the French depart
ment. Blank teaches the Sum
mer Intensive French Program as 
well, which she started teaching 
in 1994. 

Students who participate in 
, the intensive program attend five 

days a week, from May 18 until 
July 24. from 8:00-12:30; which 
Blank says can make for an "in
teresting morning." For students 
to be eligible for the Intensive 
French Program they must sign 
up to take the aptitude test which 
is offered several times'before the 
semester ends. 

While it ~s a mentally rigor
ous program, at the end the stu
dents receive 15 credit hours and 
the opporrunity to continue their 
French education starting at the 
fomth level i.n French, if they so 
desire . 

"This is exactly the time when 
they· need to pace themselves. 
Taking the intensive is like nm
ning the marathon. You have 
to train every day and hard. and 
it will be hard, but fifteen credit 
hours [are worth it] ,' Blank said. 

Blank went on to explain that 
even b. the end of tbe first day 
students will be able to order a 
cup of coffee in French or pro
te.st if the waiter has brought the 
wrong order. 

She said tha~ by the end of the 
intensive smdents will be able 
to fully express themselves and 
have the knowledge available to 
'not only talk about what [tbey] 
did last night, but also express 
orders, wishing, commands and 
emotions." 

"There are many things that 
you can do with French, tbe 
world is getting smaller, and the 
French speaking world is closer 
than what you might think," 
Blank said. . 

Blank has also received the 
Lecturer of the Year award from 
tbe College of Arts and Sciences, 
which she was awarded in May 
of 2005. She has reviewed many 
chapters for textbooks that stu
dents use including several chap
ters of the manuscript of "Portes 
Ouvertes," published by Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston in 1998 as 
well as "Sequences" for Thom
son-Heinle College Publishers, 
published in.2007. She has taught 
French to students at Gymnasium 
Gerlingen in Germany, the Centre 
r nternational D' Etudes" F rancais
es at the Universite Catholique 
de L'Ouest in Angiers, and at 
Alliance Francaise School in St. 
Louis. 

Aside from French and Eng
lish, Blank knows an additional 
language, German. 

See BLANK. page 1.2 

Anne-Sophie Blank 
\ Associate Teaching 

Professor, French 

Education 
• Master's, German 

grammar, University of 
Sorbonne 

• Master's, French 
literature, Washington 
University 

Awards 
Ledurer of the Year, College 
of Arts & Sciences, -2005 

Favorite St. Louis places 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
and Forest Park 

l 
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is a weekly newspaper written and designed by dedicated UMSL stu
J'dents, n'amed /I Best in State" by the Missouri College Media Association 
three years running. We are looking for motivated, exciting and excited 
students to filii the folfowing positions for fhe 2009-2010 school year: 

REMEMBER: Any student can alpply for these positions! 
00 0 ex erience r:l9Cessary. 

'Journalism Positions Business Positions 
--....:.:...----.....-..:....--.. ------
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Managing Editor* 
Design Ed itor + Asst. 

Business Manager* + Asst. ~~~~ 
~ ~ 

Ad Director* ~'!t.;' 

. , 
" 

Photo Editor + Asst. 
News Editor + Asst. 

Features Editor + Asst. 
Sports Editor + Asst. 
A&E Editor + Asst. 

Opinions Editor + Asst. 
Web Edito'r 

Training Director 
Copy Desk Chi~f 

. Distri ution Manager 
Marketing Director 

Archivist , 
Public Relations Representative 

\ . 

Visit VVVV1N. thecurrentonline.com/apply or 
e-mai'l medn74@umsl.edu 

for ni ore', ~' nf~rmation andl t.o learn how to apply_ 



Page 8 

MOVIE OPENINGS 

OBSESSED 
If you took an entire 
Schnucks produce aisle 
and the Sou lard farmer's 
market and put them in 
a blender; you couldn't 
get anything juicier than 
"Obsessed" . Idris Elba 
(beloved "The Wire" al
umn) stars as a happily 
married, upwardly mo
bile business man who's 
married to ... Beyonce! 
So what's wrong? Cra
zy blond Ali Larter at 
the office, that's what's 
wrong. She's all kinds of 
strange and stalker-ish 
and before long; every
one is h<:iving sex with 
everyone and everyone 
else is mad about it. 
And then the killing be
gins. Yeah, we weren't 
kidding when we said 
juicy. 
At most theaters. 

FIGHTING 
Channing Tatum (7) is 
a snow-white pretty 
boy introduced into the 
super hardcore world 
of underground some
thing. At most theaters. 

THE SOLOIST 
50-hot-right-now Rob
ert Downey Jr. stars as a 
reporter who discovers 
that a homeless schizo
phrenic is actually Jamie 
Foxx in disguise. Plus, 
he can really wail on the 
cello. At leastthat's what 
we get from the trailers; 
that and a blaring cry of 
" give us an Oscar!" At 
most theaters. 

. TOP iTUNES 
DOWNLOADS· 

01 Boom Boom Pow 
Black Eyed Peas 

02 TheCfimb 
Miley Cyrus 

. 03 Poker Face 
Lady GaGa 

04 We Made You 
Eminem 

05 Right Round 
Flo Rida 

06 Hoedown · 
Throwdown 
Miley Cyrus 

07 Day 'N' Nite 
Kid Cudi 

08 Crazier 
Taylor Swift 

09 Kiss Me Thru the 
Phone 
Soulja Boy Tell 'Em . ( 

10 You Found Me 
The Fray 

lIhc ~rrrnt 
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Mirthday brings 
:" . -

new band to UMSL 
Low vs. Diamond~ is interesting mix 
between Honorary Title, The Killers 

By ANNA MARIE CURRAN 

StaJJWriter 

Three bands, Low vs. Diamond, 
Matt Nathanson, and Jack's Manne
quin, performed in the concert that 
capped Wednesday's Mirthday cel
ebration. The concert took place at 7 
p.m. at the Touhill Performing Arts 
Center on the UM-St Louis Campus. 

While not many are familiar with 
Low vs. Diamond, the band proved on 
Wednesday that this is sure to change. 
By the end of their set, Low VS. Dia
mond had everyone in their audience 
on their feet pumped for more great 
mUSlC. 

A favorite of the crowd during 
Low vs. Diamond's set was "Don't 
Forget Sister," a song that featured 
catchy continuous beats and creative 
lyrics written by band member Lucas 
Field wrote. 

In an interview with The Current 
after the concert, Anthony Polcino 
explained that Lucas was the "main 
song writer." 

"The first batch of songs on this 
album Lucas had the main idea (for). 
Some of the later songs we wrote to
gether as we toured for awhile and 
started to grow as a band," Polcino 
said. 

The music they play is inelie rock 

and roll and the band takes inspiration 
from contemporary rock bands. Low 
vs. Diamond has several aspects that 
remind the listener of bands such as 
The Honorary Title and the Killers. 

Originally from Los Angeles Cali
fornia, Low vs. Diamond is made up 
of band members Lucas Field, An
thony Polcino, Tad Moore, Jon PaJl
coast and Howie Diamond. The band 
has been playing together for around 
three yean>. 

Another popular song, also writ
ten by Field, was "Actions are Ac
tions," which be said to have written 
about his brother. The song began 
with a string of meloelic notes played 
on the keyboard and then was joined 
by vocals. "Actions are Actions" 
was unique in that at several points 
throughout the song the instrumenta
tion faded and left the focus on the 
vocals and lyrics. 

Low vs. Diamond's first album, 
which they are currently promoting, 
was released under Epic Records. 
The band is currently not associated 
with them anymore. 

Low vs. Diamond was eliscov
ered by Marrakesh Records, the same 
small indie UK label which first dis
covered the Killers. 

Low vs. Diamond actually took 
their first tour in 2007, in England. 

After their self-titled album was re
leased in July of last year, the band 
has toured with Santagold, Barce
lona, and now Jack's Mannequin. 
Low vs. Diamond has a tour with Ben 
Lee coming up in the future. Polcino 
explained that of all of the tours the 
band has taken, the tour with Jack's 
Mannequin has been his favorite. 

"This one has been really fun be
cause the venues are a little bit bigger, 
and you can' t deny that it's nice to be 
t8ken care of, the stage is really nice, 
and the sound is good. You (always) 
play hard but sometimes when you 
can't even hear what you're doing it 
ruins the experience," Polcino said. 

Low vs. Diamond is also releasing 
a single sometime in the next couple 
months that fans should be on the 
look-out for. Anyone who is inter
ested in fineling out more about Low 
vs. Diamond can visitwww.lowvsdia-
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Last Thursday, April 15, The University Pro&ram Board presented 
the Farther From Earth World Tour featuring Jack's Manneql,lin and 
special guests Matt Nathanson and Low vs. Diamond at the Blanche 
M. Touhill Performing Arts Center as part of Mirthday 2009. 

'State of Play' casts 
newspaper man as hero 

By CAlE MARQUIS 

A&EEditor 

. There is no doubt that newspaper reporters 
are the heroes of democracy, keeping watch 

politician was the golden boy, the one wbo 
won ili.e girl they both wanted. Some 0f that 
outline remains in the movie "Siate 0f Play," 
but the characters and general story line are 
apparently changed. 

on those who hold the reins 
of power. 

One rarely sees them cast 
as in role of the hero in movie 
thrillers. "State of Play" does 
just that, with a rumpled Rus
sell Crowe as the relentless 
reporter and Helen MITren as 
*e hard-nosed editor at a big
city newspaper. 

Some ef us just love news
papers and everything about 
them, which makes this idea 
for a film a treat. The film 

State of Play 
***tI~ 
Director: Kevir;1 Macdonald 

Stars: Russell Crowe, Ben 
Affleck, Rachel McAdams 

Synopsis: Cr0we plays a 
journalist who goes after 
the story of the deatlil of a 
Congressman'5 mistress. 

Politics, newspapers and 
intrigue are a great mix for 
a thriller. Russell Crowe is 
Cal McAffrey, a reporter at 
a Washington, D.C:. dally 
whose old college roommate 
and still his friend, Stephen 
Collins (Ben Affleck), is now 
a U.S. Congressman. Rep. 
Collins has a reputation for 
honesty and a bright political 
future, under the wing of the 
powerful Rep. Fergus (Jeff 
Daniels). 

"State of Play" is based on a British mini-se
ries, about two old college friends, one now a 
reporter and the other a rising politician with 
a reputation for honesty. In college, the future 

Russell Crowe's Cal McAffrey is the per
fect image of the old-style reporter. 

See STATE OF PLAY, page 12 

Gliss: the next top indie rock band 
By ANNA !WARIE CURRAN 

SlaJJWriler 

. "Devotion Implosion" features a truly 
unique sound, a cross somewhere between the 
Velvet Underground, The Smashing Pumpkins, 
and Silversun Pickups. The band Gliss played in 
support of their new release at the Firebird in 
downtown St. Louis on Tuesday, April 14. 

Gliss is an independent rock and roll band, 
originally from San Francisco California. The 
threesome is composed of band members Vic
toria Cecilia, Marti Klingman, and David Reiss. 
As a whole, the band has toured with the Ra
veonettes, the Eelitors, Black Rebel Motorcycle 
Club, Smashing Pumpkins, and We Are Scien
tists. 

So far, the band has released two albums 
under Rydkodisc/Cordless Recordings, and has 

trast as more of a power ballad. "Beauty" is the 
sort of catchy tune you hear once and cannot get 
out of your head, singing the chorus over and 
over. 

"Lovers in the Bathroom" is the next song 
that really catches the listener's attention, reach
ing out with creative bass lines and racy lyrics 
that keep the audience entertained and craving 
more. 

"Sad Eyes" is the perfect song to follow, full 
of catchy guitar lines and great vocals. "Sad 
Eyes" also features awesome guitar rifts and 
sounds like it could be the next indie/rock/pop 
hit requested over ' and over at radio stations. 
"Sad Eyes" was one of the highlights of the en
tire album, and was actually released as a single 
in January of this year. 

"The Patrol" and "Love Songs" come next, 
providing more displays of an incredible vocal 

also a self released, 7 -song EP titled 
"Kick in your Heart" (2005). Their 

debut album under the label was 
''Love the Virgins" (2007) and their 
latest album, "Devotion Implosion," . 

,.--------, range and pensive lyrics accompa

came out April 7, 2009. 
"Devotion Implosion" begins 

with the' infectious and catchy beat 
ofthe song "Morning Light," which 

features the perfect blend of vocals 
and instrumentals, ensuring that 
neither overpowers the other. The 
album transitions seamlessly into 

"Devotion Implosion" 

nied by more inspired guitar lines. 
While all of the songs featured on 
this album have great percussion, 
"The Patrol" especially contains 
creative percussion instruments, 
that when fused with fuzzed gui
tars and echoes of lyrics create an 
incredible effect. 

The album ends on a strong 
note with "Sister Sister," a song 
that is not as upbeat as some of 
the others on this collection but ***** 

the n.ext song, "29 Acts of Love," 
bringing awesome guitar lines and more great 
vocals to go alongside. The first two songs make 
it apparent that the members of Gliss have no 
trouble ensuring their songs are full of musical 
variety. 

The next two songs, "Sleep" and ''Beauty'' 
follow. "Beauty," espec~ally provides great con-

is a great closer nonetheless. The 
lyrics are also appropriate, stating questioningly 
before fading to silence, "is this all we have to 
say? So tl:J.is is what they say." 

Overall, if you are a fan of indielrock, love 
bands like the Silversun Pickups, Smashing 
Pumpkins, or the Editors, you should consider 
purchasing this great CD. 

Read more· about Gli-ss at 
the·currentonline.com 

• 
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The UM-St. Louis Percussion Ensemble performed last Tuesday at the Touhill. Pictured from left to right are Suzy Cadwell, Ryan Humphrey, Casey Ken, KaMin Willingham , Christian Beck, Josh Daly, Patrick 
F~ RorLVogt, Chris Self f~ ~ (5~ ,Jessica Sugar. NQ • tured .is the ensemble's bass player w. P 

Visio offers photo trip around globe 
By CEDRIC WILLIAMS 

Sta[{Wriler 

"A picture is worth a thousand 
words," and some would call that 
an optimistic estimate for the words. 
No doubt this is wby there has been 
so much art of things from far away, 
probably since the davin of travel
ogues. 

When stick figures and charcoal 
drawings ceased to suffice, other me
dia and techniques were developed 
and put to the task of circumventing 
our expressive difficulties. Now, for 
close to two centuries, people have 
been going abroad and taking pho
tographs to remember their travels. 
The technology has vastly improved. 
and there aren' t any uncharted lands 
to document. The practice continues. 

This past Wednesday, U1I-St. 
Louis saw a celebration of that tradi
tion in the foml of a gallery opening 
and award ceremony for the fourth 
annual International Photo Contest 
in Gallery Visio. 

Honorable mention through first 
place, of some dozens of entries in all 

from the International Photo Contest, 
were put on display in Gallery Visio, 
tbe student-l1l11 art gallery located in 
the lower level of the Millennium 
Student Center. 

First prize went to Jeanne liar
vath, senior. psychology. for ber 
work "Girls Just Wanl1a Have Fun." 
The picture exhibited three girls play
ing in a Costa Rican evening. Second 
place went to Nicole Daniels for her 
photo of a graffiti-adorned pillar by 
the Museo Nacional, called "Primero 
te Ignoran," also taken in Costa Rica. 
Third place went to Faisel Peryaiz, 
business ddministration, for his "Thc 
Speed of Life," depicting a Pakistani 
marketplace. 

The submissionl1l1es were simple: 
the pbotographs had to demonstrate 
artistic quality and some clearly for
Eign content. Wilmers were selected 
by jury 'whose criteria were "quality 
of image, artistic expressiveness and 
creativity." 

Geographic and thematic variety. 
as well as relevance to the mission of 
the Ccnter for International Studies, 
was also considered by the judges 

in selecting the \ inners. Cash prizes 
were awarded for the first, secnnd 
and third place winners. 

The artistic part seemed easy 
enough: the silhouette of a large tree 
against the glowing sunset in Rob
ert Muldoon's "Heron in Treetop at 
Sunset," for instance, was quite stun
mng. 

The international aspect was a 
bit more difficult, and was met in 
different ways: some included 10-
cal language. others modes of dress. 
One picture, "A View of Dosodoro" 
by Mark Talarico. circumvented the 
problems associated with things gen
erally looking alike by capturing such 
distinctly Venetian elements (gondo
la prows and the belfry of St. Mark 's 
Cathedral in paIticular) that there is 
no doubt whatsoever of where the 
picture was taken. 

The majority of the visitors at 
Gallery Visio at the exhibit's opening 
reception on April 15 on were those 
associated \l,lith the International 
Photo Contest. 

Sec VISIO pag~ 11 

l ues: Karaoke 
Wed: Ladies' Night 9-cl 
M-F: Happy Hour 3-7pm 

Located in downtown St. Louis at 
1320 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Missouri 63103 
(314) 241-8885 
www.flanneryspub.com 

Hours 
Sun - Wed: 110m -1:30am 
Thurs - Sot: 110m - 30m 
(Kitchen closes at lO:oopm) 

get the 
Dane Cook 

Global 
iPhone app! 

Get your fix: Check out thecurrenton line.com for comments and additional information. 
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ATHLETE . 
FTHEWEEK 

Andi Demke 

There are few people 
who can call themselves a 
better male tennis player in 
the Great Lakes Valley Con
ference than Andi Dimke, 
junior, international busi
ness/management. In the 
season he went 20-2 with 
only one loss in the GLVC 
The next best tennis player 
has a 12-2 record. 

This past week Dimke 
added to his conference win 
total by winning matches at 
st. Joseph's and Lewis Uni
versity. Last year he made 
the AII-GLVC team and looks 
to be a lock for it again. He 
was also ESPN the Magazine 
First Team Academic AIl-Dis
trict Team. 

UPCOMING GAMES 

Baseball 
Apri l 22 
vs. Wisconsin-Park. (dh) 
1 p.m. 

!~pril 24-26 
vs. Quincy 
(four games) 

Softball 
April 21 
at Wisconsi n-Park. (dh) 
noon 

Apri!25 
vs. Rockhurst (dh) 
noon 

April 26 
vs. Drury (dh) 
noon 

Women's Tennis 
l\orii 20 . 
at Missouri Southern 
3 p.m. 

Apri! 21 
at southwest Baptist 
1 p.m. 

Men's Tennis 
April 21 
at southwest Baptist 
10.m. 

1:hc ([urrcnt April 20, 2009 
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Twelve straight wins hurls team into top 25 
Then two straight losses drop the Tritons out of the top spot in the GLVC 

and into third place with three gam'es left in the season. 
By LAGUAN FUSE 

StafJWriter 

The UM- St. Louis softball team has been 
having a lot of success on the field this season. 
For the first time this season, UM- St. Louis is 
nationally ranked. 

The Tritons are No. 15 on the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) Divi
sion II Top 25 Poll. 

Sixteen NCAA Division IT head coaches, 
two representing each of the eight NCAA re
gions, vote on the top perfonning team. The 
Tritons received 143 points to earn them the 
No. 15 spot on the list and the team had onJy 
eight points in the preceding week. 

UM- St. Louis is the onJy team from the 
Great Lakes Valley Conference to be on the 
list. The University of Alabama-Huntsville 
holds the top spot for the second consecutive 
week with 364 points. 

The Tritons were also ranked third in the 
region in last week's NCA.}\ Division II Mid
west Regional rankings. Ferris State is ranked 

Baseba ll 

. first with Ashland ranked second. 'Both teams 
are members of the Great Lakes Intercolle
giate Athletic Conference (GLIAC). 

The Tritons are currently 30-15 this sea
son and were able to hold onto a 12-game 
winning streak before losing two road games 
to Quincy. 

This is the first time since the 2002 sea
son that the softball team has won at least 30 
games. 

The two losses to Quincy knocked UM
St. Louis out of first place in the GLVC West 
standings while the Lady Hawks used the two 
wins to swoop in to sit atop the conference 
standings. 

Quincy won game one with a final of 2-0 
and won the second game 11-1. 

In game one, Torie Bunzell (19-9) pitched 
the complete game for the Lady Hawks and 
only gave up one hit in the game and two 
walks. 

Bunzell leads the conference with 289 
strikeouts and was able to sit down 17 batters 
in the game. 

Allyson DeFosset, senior, early childhood 

Woes continue; team still in last 
By CEDRIC WIUIAMS 

StafJWriter 

As the season winds down, the Univer
sity of Missourj-St. Louis men's baseball 
team continues to be plagued by tbe same 
problems. They just cannot seem to do 
enough to win games. 

It has been an especially frustrating 
season because at times, the Tritons hitters 
have pounded opposing pitching. But when 
batters bave had success, the Tritons own 
pitchers do not seem to be able to get any
one out. 

At other times, lnvf-St. Louis' pitchers 
have shut down opposing lineups, but then 
the hitters do not seem to score any runs. It 
really has been a vicious cycle for the Tri
tons this season. 

And unfortunately, those trends con
tinued last week. as UM-St. Louis lost all 
three games it played, including a midweek 
3-0 shutout at SlU-Edwardsville and a pair 
of one-run losses last Friday at Kentucky 
Wesleyan College. 

For the season, the Tritons bave an 11-
28 overall record and sit in last place in the 
GLVC West Division with a 4-16 confer
ence record. The going has been especially 
rough for UM-St. Louis this month. The 
Tritons have won just two of 13 games in 
April. 

In the loss at SlUE last Wednesday, it 
was the good pitching and defense, but 
lackluster hitting scenario that held UM-St. 
Louis back. 

Brandon Fear (0-4), sophomore, ace 
counting, suffered the lo'ss, despite toss-

ing six innings and allowing the three runs 
on just SLX hits, while striking out two and 
walking none. 

Teammate J.c. Schute, junior, account
ing, pitched two scoreless innings in relief 
to close out the game. 

Unfortunately, the Triton offense was 
held to just six hits of their own and were 
not unable to do anything in clutch situa
tions. 

The opposite scenario is how it played 
out when UM.-St. Louis traveled to Ken
tuc!"'')' Wesleyan for a doublebeader last 
Friday. 

In both games, Triton pitchers were un
able to hold the big leads their offense gave 
them, before finally succumbing in the Pan
thers' last at-bat. 

In game one, first baseman Mike Hoos
en, junior, business management, went 
three-for-three at the plate, scored t\vo runs, 
and was on base four times, to lead an of
fense that lead 6-0 and 9-5. 

But UM-St. Louis pitchers were not able 
to hold the lead, as Kentucky Wesleyan 
scored four runs in the bottom of the sixth 
and another in the bottom of the seventh to 
win the game 10-9. 

In game two, center fielder Phil Wide 1, 
senior, interdisciplinary studies, and des
ignated hitter Colin O'Neal, junior, crimi
nal justice, hit back-to-back home runs to 
give the Tritons a 5-1 lead. Widel's blast, 
his third of the season, was a three-run shot, 
while O'Neal's second homer of the season 
was a solo shot. 

See BASEBALL page 11 

Two wins set up playoffs 
By ANTHONY PADGETT 

StafJWrtter 

On Tuesday the UM-St. Louis men's 
tennis team played Washington University, 
ranked at number 2 in NCAA Division III. 
The Tritons lost the match by a score of 
0-9. It was the first match all year that the 
Tritons failed to score at least one match. 
Washington University is not a conference 
opponent and does not hurt their confer
ence record. 

On Friday, the Tritons ,hit the road to . 
Rensselaer, Indiana, where they played 
against Saint Joseph's College. After such a 
devastating loss to Washington University, 
it was important for the Tritons to bounce 
back and beat conference opponent Saint 
Joseph's. 

The Tritons started the day by sweeping 
all three doubles matches. Andi Demke, 
Junior, international business/management, 
continued his dominating season perfor
mance and won the first singles match for 
the Tritons. 

At number two, Daniel Anthony, sopho
more, management information systems, 
won the second singles match for the Tri
tons. Peter Hantack, senior, education, won 
the third singles match for the Tritons. Both 
Tim Bryant, sophomore, accounting, and 
Maor Grinas, freshmen, intemational busi
ness, of the Tritons won their singles match
es. Alex Cherman, sophomore, intemation-

al business, was the only Triton player to 
lose his match, as he lost in straight sets. 
Besides Cherman, no other Triton even lost 
a set and the team easily beat Saint Joseph's 
college by a score of 8-l. 

By beating Saint Joseph 's College, the 
Tritons secured their thirteenth straight 
Great Lakes Valley Conference tourney 
bid. 

On Saturday the Tritons played their 
last conference match. They travelled to 
Rom!;:oville, TIlinois, to play against Lewis 
University. The Tritons once again swept 
all three doubles matches to start the day 
off. As for singles matches, the Tritons won 
five out of six with Demke, Hantack, Cher
man, Bryant, and Grinas winning their re
spective matches. 

The Tritons won by a score of 8-1. The 
lone loss came from the Tritons number 
two spot, Anthony. . 

The Tritons continue to play their best 
tennis of the year winning two of their last 
three matches. On the season, the Tritons 
are 5-11 overall with a 4-5 record in the 
Great Lakes Valley Conference. 

There is onJy one match left for the Tri
tons this season before entering the GLVC 
toumament. 

On Tuesday, the team travels to Bolivar, 
MO where they will play against South
west Baptist. Thursday, the team will play 
in the GLVC Tournament located in St. 
Louis,MO. 

education, (17-4) pitched the complete game 
for the Tritons and gave up two runs on three 
hits and walked one batter. 

DeFosset has already broken the school's 
career strikeout record this season and added 
eight more strikeouts to her total, which now 
sits at 225. 

Quincy's two runs were scored in the bot
tom half of the seventh inning and came off 
of a homer to center field by Melissa Som
merfeld. 

In game two, the Lady Hawks started the 
scoring early, bringing in seven runs in the 
first inning alone. 

The only UM- St. Louis run was scored in 
the second inning when Karey Kruse, sopho
more, special education, hit a solo homerun to 
left center field. 

The Tritons retum to action on April 21 as 
they travel to Wisconsin-Parkside to face off 
against the Rangers . 

The Tritons will play their final regu
lar season games this weekend as they host 
Rockhurst on April 25 for Alumni Day and 
then Drury on April 26 for SeIDor Day. 

[ile pboIo 

AUyson DeFosset,senior, early childhood edu
cation, pitching against Bellarmine on April 11. 

STAFF VrEWPOINT 

Do you believe in 
miracles? 

How the Tritons victory over the Lions 
compares to the 1980 Olympics. 

VI'hat the University of Mis
souri-St. Louis inIine hockey 
team did this year was nothing 
short of a miracle. It makes you 
think about the 1980 Olympics 
and the "Miracle on ice" when 
the United States defeated the So
viet Union and went on to win the 
gold medal. 

Lion's have had their players on 
professional teams for a while. 

Tht! 1980 US bockey gold 
medal team featured no protes
sional players and it was a rag 

tag group of former college play
ers who first time Olympic head 
coach Herb Brooks put together 
to beat the Soviets. The Tritons 
were guided by first time college 
head coach Jaime Schulz. The 

The Soviet Union was the 
powerhouse of ice hockey. No 
one ever beat them. They played 
NHL all-star teams and every 
country on the planet and no one 
could come close to defeating 

By BRYAN GOERS team was also led by underclass
men. 

Sports Editor 
The leading point scorers for 

them. The Soviets won every gold medal except 
for one since 1956. The one time they did not win 
tbe gold the United States took that honor. The 
country devoted everything to their hockey team 
and the team was a since of pride for millions. 

Now fast forward to 2009 and look at Linden
wood University. Lindenwood Athletics prides it
self on their "smaller" sports. They are number one 
in bowling and have won the National Champion
ship in roller hockey for the last eight years. Over 
the past five seasons the team has gone 145-2. 
They do not just win games, they dominate them, 
much like the Soviet Union used to do. 

This season the Lions used the ten-goal mercy 
rule on opponents 13 times (meaning the score was 
10-0 or 11-1 and the game was stopped). The team 
also won 25 games by at least five goals . . 

The Soviets recruited the best players from 
across their country and Soviet players were ba
sically professionals as they were all members 
of the Red Army but were forced to practice and 
play hockey every day 
instead of shooting a 
gun. They practiced in 
great training facilities 
and played in competi
tive leagues all year 
round. 

Thirteen of the 18 
Lindenwood's play
ers play on some kind 
of professional inline 
league. While the Tri
tons are now getting 
players in profession

. al inline leagues the 

. the Tritons were freshman and the 
two goalies that played for the team throughout the 
season was also first time freshmen. Compare that 
to the Lions whose top four players were all seniors 
and a junior. Plus the Lion starting goaltender was 
a seruOf. 

Then there is what the Urrited States and Soviet 
Union stood for. The United States stands for free
dom and democracy. The U.S. was hope for every
one and when it came to hockey we were also the 
underdog fighting against the tyrannical Soviets. 
The Soviets invaded countries and tried to get the 
entire world to fall under their control. They repre
sented darkness and oppression. They were the fire 
to our water. Lindenwood is a private university 
and UM-St. Louis is a public. Lindenwood fights 
for higher college costs and causes a class system, 
where they are the aristocracy. UM-St. Louis on the 
other hand offers low-cost education and preaches 
affordability. We want to see everyone succeed, not 
just the rich. Much like how America represented 
hope for all, we represent education for alL 

If one looks at the 
two. universities like 
this then the hockey 
game between the two 
schools stood for much 
more. Just like the 1980 
Olympic game between 
USA and the USSR. A 
few weeks ago theTri
tons represented hope 
to every spectator as 
we were the underdog 
who defeated the gi
ant. Do you believe in 
miracles? 

Do you bleed red and gold? The Men's tennis team, despite their record, is ranked 7th in the rVlidwest region. 

f. 
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Golf 

Golf teams are having very different seasons 
By BRYAN GOERS 

Sports Editor 

UM- S1. Louis' men 's and wom
en's golf teams have been having 

· a very different season so far this 
· spring. While the men have finished 

every match except for Great Lakes 
· Regional Tournament, the women 

have yet to play the GLVC Cham
pionship. 

The men competed in the GLVC 
Championship on April 1 0 and took 
ninth place. Tim Cochran, sopho
more, undecided, and Matt Win
slow, senior, undecided, both led 
the Tritons as they shot a three day 
score of 229. That score was good 
enough for a 21st place finish. The 
tournament was held at Otter Creek 

· Golf Course in Columbus, Indiana. 
The best finish for the men this 

· season carne at the Parkside Invita
tional where the tean1 finished third. 
Cochran finished third by fini sh
ing just five strokes over par when 

· everything was said and done. The 
team just missed a first place finish 
by 13 strokes, the closest they have 
been to a win all year. 

On March 24, the team travelled 
to Springfield, MO for the Pasta 
House Drury Invite and finished 
eighth. Ryan Penfield, sophomore, 
business management, led the way 
for the Tritons and fullshed in 14th 

place. 
The first tournament Of the 

spring came at the E-Z-Go Clas
sic, a tournament hosted by North
ern Kentucky University. Cochran 
tied for 15th place and the team 
finished in a tie for eighth. 

The men are averaging 307.9 
strokes per round, which current
ly has them placed eighth in the 
GLVC. 

On the women's side, things 
have been much different. A cou
ple of first place and second place 
finishes have the team's confi
dence high going into this past 
weekend's event at Lewis Univer
sity. That event will wrap up on 
Monday April 20. 

The last tournament the wom
en played in was the McKendree 
Invitational where the team took 
fOl.ll1h. Arnie Koerner, junior, early 
childhood education, fired a 77 while 
Clara Vila, sophomore, psychology, 
shot an 80 to take fourth and seventh 
respectively. The tournament was 
supposed to be a 36-hole event but 
was knocked down to just 18 holes 
thanks to the weather. 

On April 4, the team went to a 
tournament hosted by Illinois Col
lege and were the runners-up. Ko
erner and Vila both took home fourth 
places finishes and the Tritons were 
just 15 strokes behind the team win-

8 
8 
3 
9 

Men's GoR Finishes 

Opened the spring at the 
E-Z-Go Sping Classfc. Out 
of 13 teams. 

Mar. 23: TraveHed to 
Springfield for the Drury 
Pastat House Invite. 

Mar. 29: Went to the 
Parkside Invitational. Out 
of six teams. 

April 10: The GLVC 
Championship. Out of 12 
teams. 

ner TIlinois Wesleyan. 
On March 20, Koerner and the 

team both won the Gateway Col
legiate Championship hosted by 
UM-St. Louis. Two other Tritons 
finished in the top ten. Vila took 
fol.ll1h, playing in her first tourna
ment as a Triton, and Erin Konkol, 

- senior, international business, fin
ished ninth. 

The team also played in two 
head-to-head events this spring. 
The first was against Flager College 
in st. Augustine, Florida. At that 
event, the Tritons lost by a score of 

EN BERS 

Women's Coif Finishes 

1 March 20: Opened the 
spring at the Gateway 
Champ. Out of nine teams. 

2 March 27: A head to 
head match with Flag ler 
College. 

2 April 4: The Illion is Ccllege 
Spring Tourn. Out of 10 
teams. 

4 April 11: Went to Scott 
AFB in the McKe nd ree 
Spring Invite. Out of 14. 

1 April 15: A head to head 
match with Maryville 
University. 

329-342. The second was against 
Maryville University, in St. Louis, 
where the team won 344-373. 

Koerner currently sits fol.ll1h in 
the GLVC for scoring round aver
age, while Vila sits tenth. The team 
comes in fifth with an average of 
338.7. 

The women will return to action 
on April 26 for the GLVC Champi
onship. 

Tennis Women's Basketball 
The University of Missouri-St. Louis will serve as the host 

for the 2009 Great l.akes Valley Conference Championship 
tournaments for both the men and women. 

The women's basketball team has announced that it will 
hold its 2009 summer girls basketball gamp on starting on June 
8 and lasting one week. 

The tournament will be held on April 24-25 at the Dwight 
Davis Tennis Center and also at Washington University. 

GLVC 

Soccer 
Every year the GLVC presents the All-Sports Trophy to the 

school who's teams finished the best overall. 
The men's soccer team is hosting a golf fundraiser on May 2. 

The event will take p]ace at the Florissant Golf Court and will 
feature a shotgun start. 

Currently leading the hunt is Northern Kentucky whose first 
place finishes in both men's and women's basketball has them 
at 91.0 points. 

The cost of the event is $80 and is open to anyone. Food, 
drinks and prizes will be provided as well . 

Second is Lewis University with 76.5 points. UM-St. Louis 
sits in 12 out of the 13 schools with 28.5 points . 

Give y ur wallet 
a (summer) break. 

Register now for summer classes 
at St. Louis Community ColI'ege. 

They're transferabl.e, convenient 

and affordable. 

View t he sumrner" course 
schedule and register online today! 

Get started at 
www.stlcc.edu 
Ol~ call 314-539-5002. 

-
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Unfortunately. Kentucky We ley

an rallied with four runs of its own to 
tie the score then won the game on 
a base-hit in the bottom of the sev
enth. 

Aparticularl_ rough day for M
St. Louis, which seemed likely to 
grab two wins against the Panthers, 
but came back to campus wi th t:\vo 
more losses. 

The Tritons hope to get back on 
the winning track this Wednesday, 

SlATS CORNER 

SOFTBALL 

GLVC Standings 
Team Conf. Overa.!! 

(W-L) .. (W~L) 

1. Quincy 14-3 23-20 
2. Indianapolis 16-4 27-13 
3. UM - St. Louis 14-4 30·15 
4. St Joseph's 12-8 30-16 
5. Lewis 11-9 26-16 
6. N. Kentucky 12-10 24-20 

Box Scores 
April 17 
Quincy 
UM-St. Louis 

Runs Hits Errors 
2 3 1 
o 1 0 

April 17 
Quincy 
UM-St. Louis 

Runs Hits Errors 
11 9 0 
1 3 2 

MEN'S TENNIS 
GLVC Standings 
Team Conf. Overa!1 

(W-U (W-L) 
1. Drury 9-0 14-6 
2. Rockhurst 8-1 15-5 
3. N. Kentucky 7-2 15-7 
4. Indianapolis 5-3 13-9 
5. Bellarmine 4-4 6-9 
6. UM - St. louis 4-5 5-11 

Box Scores 
April 14 Total 
Wash ington (MO) 9 
UM-St. Louis 0 

1. Andi Dimke, lost, 6-7{1 -7), 3·6 
2. Da niel Anthony, lost, 2-6,2-6 
3. Peter Hantack, lost, 0-6, 6-7{2-7) 
4. Alex Cherman, IQst, 3-6, 2-2 
5. Tim Bryant, lost, 3-6, 0-6 
6. Maar Grinas. lost. 0-6, 0-6 
(Doubles) 
lost, 4-8, lost, 2-8, lost, 0-8 

April 17 Total 
51. Joseph's 1 
UM-St. Louis 8 

i . Andi Dimke, won, 6-1. 6-4, 6-1 
2. Daniel Anthony, won, 6-1, 6-5 
3. Peter Hantack. won, 6-3, 6-2 
4. Alex Cherman, lost, 0-6 
5. Tim Bryant, won, 9-8 
6. Maar Grinas, won. 8-2 
(Doubles) 
won, 8-0, won, 8-5, won, 8-6 

April 18 Total 
Lewis 1 
UM-St. Louis 8 

1. An di Dimke, won, 6~3, 6-1 
2. Daniel Anthony, 1054 3-6, 4-6 
3. Peter Hantack, won, 6-3.6-4 
4. Alex Cherman, won, 6-4,7-5 
5. Tim Bl)'ant, won, 6-0, 6-1 
6. Maar Grinas, won. 6-0, 6-2 
(Doubles) 
won, 8·5, won, 8-5, won. 8-2 

Current (lS of 4119109 

when they will travel to Kenosha, 
Ii is. to play a doubleheader against 
the University of Wisconsin-Park
side. UW-P is the oellar-dweller in 
tbe GLVC's East Division, with a 4-
37 overall record and a 3-21 league 
mark . 

UM-St. Louis is also scheduled 
to finally open up play at the new 
UM-St. Louis Baseball Field on 
south campus this weekend with a 
four-game series against Drury Uni-

££~E 
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BASEBALL 

GLVC West Standings 
Team Conf. 

(W-L) 
Southern Indiana 17-4 
Rockhurst 16-8 
Missouri S&T 7-10 

Overall 
(W-L) 
30-11 
30-14 
1.3-27 

Quincy 
Drury 

13-6 2:2-19 
11-9 21-21 

UM - St. louis 4-16 11-28 

Box Scores 
Apri/15 
SIU-Edwardsville 
UM-St. louis 

Runs Hits Errors 
3 9 1 
o 6 1 

April 16 Runs Hits Errors 
Kentucky Wesleysan 
UM-St. Louis 

6 7 0 
5 9 1 

April 16 Runs Hits Errors 
Kentucky Wesleysan 
UM-St. louis 

10 13 3 
9 12 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 
GLVC Standings 
Team Conf. Overall 

(W-L) (W~L) 

1. Drury 10-0 16-4 
2. N Kentucky 9-1 17-6 
2. Rockhurst 8-2 15-9 
4. Bellarmine 7-3 13-5 
5. Indianapolis 5-5 10-10 
5. UM - St. louis 5-5 7-8 

Box Scores 
April 17 Totai 
St. Joseph's 3 
UM-St. Louis 6 

1. Pujitha Bandi, won 6-2, 6-2 
2. Stephanie Thompson, lost 3-6,5-7 
3. Altanzul Gamba, won 6-0, 6-1 
4. Leticia Garcia. won 6-2, 6-3 
5. Adriana Garcia, lost 5-7,4-6 
6. Stacy Goodman, won, 6-2, 6-0 
(Doubles) 
lost, 3-8, won, 1-8, won. 5-8 

Apri! 18 Total 
Lewis 4 
UM-St. louis 5 

1. Puj itha Bandi, won, 7-5,6-2 
2. Stephanie Thompson, won, 6-2, 6-1 
3. Altanzul Gamba, lost 6-3. 1-6.2-6 
4. Leticia Garcia, won 6-2, 6-3 
5. Adriana Garcia, won 6-4, 6-2 
6. Stacy Goodman, won, 6-7, 6-1, 6-1 
(Doubles) 
lost, 6-8, lost, 3-8, lost, 1-8 

Check out all the stats from 
this season, more sports stories 
and more pictures online at 
www.thecurrentonline .com. 
Then click on sports. Also sign 
to get new sports stories sent 
to your enla if. . - r ' 

versity. 
The teams are slated for a single 

game at 3 p.m. Friday a noon dou
bleheader on Saturday, and another 
single game at I p.m. on Sunday. 

Should weather and field condi
tion problems continue at the UM-St. 
Louis Baseball Field this weekend's 
games may need to be moved . 

At press time though, M-St. 
Louis Athletics official expected all 
four games to be played on campus. 

@1 
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Dismissing or ridiculing reason
able questions about outcomes can 
be hazardous. 

Before the first nuclear bomb 
was exploded, there was concern 
it might tri gger an uncontrollable 
chain reaction that would have de-

She received a Master's degree 
in German grammar from the Uni
versity of Sorborme-Paris IV. 

Blank explained that she is not 
as fluent as she used to be but that 
if _ ou "put [her] with a bunch of 
German people, after two hours ev-

~ITMAGji"Onl pafJe6 

One peaker at the event was 
Nancy Gleason, fonner alumna who 
worked with UM -St. Louis's Eng
lish department for 12 years. Glea
son said that it was very courageous 
for anyone to submit their work and 

S!J\TE()F~lAY Ji~ofrl.pa8.~ 8 

He lives alone in a cramped, 
cluttered apartment, drives an old 
car, filled with notebooks and crum
pled papers. McAffrey is badly 
dressed and in need of a haircut, but 
he knows all the cops. When two 
young men are found dead of gun 
shot in an alley, he's the first on the 

. scene. 
Like all newspapers , the Wash

ington Daily where McAffrey 
works is strLlggling, now under ex
tra pres me from new ownership. 
The paper' fl inty editor (Helen 
Mirren) is b. turns solicitous and 
grumpy to reporters. Crowe works 
on an old computer and is resentfL1J 
of the paper's bloggers who seem to 
have is so easy. 

Rep. Collins is heading up a 
panel investigating a private mili
tary contractor 's dealings. but when 
his assistant dies mysteriously in a 
subway station, the story chang s. 
The newspaper's pol itic.a l blogger 
Della Frey (Rachel McAdams) is 
assigned to uncover the reason be
hind the politic ian 's surprisingly 
emotional reaction to the death . 

Editor-in-chief Cameron Lynne 
(Helen MitTen) scnds the blogger 
arOLmd to get a bit of info from 
McAffrey about his old friend but 
the otd media journalist blows off 

, 1. I, 

yl~.I.O, fr?,,!!pa~X 
Many of the artists were Ulere for 

their placement certifi ,ates, which 
were awarded by Joel Glassman, di
rector of the Center for International 
Studies, among other things. One 
of the judges, Margaret Sherraden, 
was present, as was Bob Ell and the 
rest of the gallery staff. 

The photographs in the 'C'd1ibit 
were dollected in the course of trips 
and vacations. This had the effect of 
creating a galielY representative of 

The dmms used in the concert 
included the typical types that are 
well known to most people, such 
as the snare, bass, and others. How
ever, these drums were not played 
in the common style typical to most 
American college universrtles, 
which is easily and often always 
linked with football games and half
times shows. 

The drumming at this event fea
tured a variety of more traditional 
different styles of mLlsic that in
cluded Afro Cuban style, traditional 
Gujnean, traditional Cuban, and 
many others. 

The program which ran a little 

over an hour and a half was directed 
by Matthew Hemy and Michael D. 

Faris. They did a great job of co
orclinating and directing the show 
and artists. The show was broken 
up into two different portions, and 
it had only one inte1111ission. The 
first half contained more European 
style of music while the second half, 

strayed the planet. That did not hap
pen but early researchers did not 
realize how dangerous radiation 
exposure was, and some died as a 
result. 

We do not know until we try but 
questions and considering conse-

cry thing [would come] back very 
fast." 

Besides teaching foreif.,'Il. lan
guage, Blank also enjoys spending 
time with her husband and two kids, 
one of which is currently studying 
abroad in France for six weeks. 

that they should try again next year 
and try editing. She used the ex
ample of one student who submitted 
the same story for four years to Bel
lerive, and his work was accepted 
in the fourth year for an example 

the new media journalist in scorch
ingly witty style, in a delightfully 
funny scene. 

Eventually the two news st0l1es 
intersect and McAffrey and Frey 
find themselves as uneasy allies. 

There is plenty of dry wit and 
humor in this film as they unravel the 
growing mystelY Having a newspa
per reporter as the star of a thriller, 
and played by Russell Crowe no 
less, is great fun. "State of Play" 
does a wonderful job of capturing 
the sense of big city newspapers and 
the challenges they currently face. 

Banter between Crowe and Ra
chel McAdams are delightful, as 
they explore the new media-old me
dia divide with intelligence. Helen 
Mirren is terrific as the editor, whee
dling or shouting at her writers, al
though perhaps a bit more of a softy 
than any real editor would be. 

The wonderful cast adds sparkle 
to the film. Robin Wright Penn is 
touching as the suffering, emotion
ally torn Anne Collins, the woman 
that McAffrey and Collins both pur
sued back in co llege. Another enter
taining highlight is Jason Bateman's 
e .centrie performance as a hady 
PR man. 

As much fi.m as all that is, where 
"State ,ofPl~y" falters is as a thriller. 

more people from a variety of de
partments on campus. The context 
mles required that the entries not 
be the work of professional pho
tOb'Taphers and that the amateur 
photographers had a connection to 
the university. A number of unlikely 
departments like Business Adminis
tration show up, and one contestant, 
Rob Melsoon, was in the middle of 
earning a Ph. D. 

When asked about why he 

which they said was the traditional 
ethnic style associate with people of 
the different ethnicities from the Af
rican continent and other surround
ing areas. 

The performance kicked off with 
very soothing, slow and relaxing 
beat which was surprising consider
ing fact that percussion and drums 
are nOlmally associated with loud
ness and action. Two ofthe best and 
most popular acts of the show were 
the use of the Cuban Bata dmms. 
These drums are· very different in 

look from most of the drums that 
Amelicans are used to seeing. 

They are double-headed and 

shaped like badly proportioned 
hourglasses. These dmms, although 
Cuban in name and native COlill

try, actually 0l1ginated in Yomba, 
which is a group of Nigerian people, 
as Matthew Herny explained to the 
audience before the perfOlmance. 

The Bata drums which come 
in a typical three piece are named 

quences should always be part of 
the process. Otherwise, certainty 
that there is no danger can be dan
gerous. 

Cate lYiarquis is the Arts & En
tertaimnellt Editor and a science 
columnist jiJr The Current. 

Blank also spends her time ice-skat
ing, going to the mo"\ies and visiting 
the botanical gardens. 

During the summer she likes vis
iting Forest Park and The Muny. 

of how hard work and perseverance 
payoff. Refreshments were served 
and free copies of the magazines 
were available at the event and they 
also can be found in copies of last 
week's issue of The Cun·ent. 

The plot is slmv to start bLlt when it 
starts to roll, the script tackles some 
real-world intrigue with private 
contractors and Ulldue influence in 
government. 

Then the film pulls back, as if 
too afraid to take on some real meat, 
and the story begins to mn in circles 
before taking an unsatisfying final 
twist. The weak plot brings down 
the eiIorts of the talented cast and 
the potential of the film. 

\l,lhile the newspaper insider 
stuff is enjoyable and admirable, 
"State of Play" also largely fails 
to fully develop its characters, ul
timately falling back on some pat 
types. 

The dramatic potential in the tri
angle of McAffrey, Collins and his 
wife Anne is never fully explored. 
After a building up some tension 
and suspense, the plot fizzle is par
ticularly disappointing. 

"State of Play 's ' idea of a thriller 
where the hero is an investigati e 
reporter is such a terrific one. tha t 
hopefully another fiLnuuaker will 
give it another try. Reportedly the 
Briti.sh mini-series is rich source 
material. Although thi adaptation is 
flawed as a thriller, it is still worth
while for those of us who just love 
newspapers . 

Co _ 
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chooses to take particular pictures, 
Rick Feldman, a student of the Stu
dio Art department, cited a more 
visceral rationale for capturing a 
given scene: personal preference. 
"If it's not worth me pulling out 
my camera, I don't," Feldman said. 
Contestant Mark Talarico expressed 
similar sentiments. 

Reactions were positive, and the 
patr'ons seemed to enjoy the art and 
the proceeclings. 

Okonkolo, 1ya, and Itotele. Ironi
cally the middle and largest drum 
has the shortest name. The Afro Cu
ban style music that carne from the 
drums was very nice, and seemed 
to bring you to the island. of Cuba 
itself. 

The second portion of the musi
cal perfonnance, which was well re
ceived, was the River Dance perfor
manGe. This performance was quite 
astounding. The speed at which the 
musicians played seemed almost 
impossible, and it was easy to tell 
that they were well rehearsed. All of 
the percussions ensemble stood out 
and shone in their own right during 
this piece. The way they managed 
to manipulate the tempo, increasing 
and decreasing it by turns in a sec
ond, really showcased the group's 
talent. 

Overall, this was a very enjoy
able concert to watch and hear, and 
the Percussion Ensemble did a great 
job. 
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Current wants yom! The 
No experience in the field l1eeded! 
Get paid to write stories or take pictures! 
Going into advertising? Learn the trade. here! 

Now Hiring for: All positionsl 

See the full page ad on page 7 for mqre 
information, ... --.. ~ -,~_L_._ .~' , -- - --- ~ -.~--~'- . - .. -.~~.~ 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads are free for students, faculty and staff. To place an ad, please send your ad (40 words or less), 
your name, and student or employee number to thecurrent@umsl.edu, or call 516-5316. I 

JOBS 
Need extra cash? Sel l Avon and earn lip to 
50% profit. No min imum, no inventory! 
Only S 1 0 to start. ( all Tara (3 i 4) 21 0·7866 

Join our Team! 
Want a iun-filled, rewarding summer job? 
Our resident cam~ needs you! Competitive 
salary; training; room/board . Nine week season 
begins May 30th. Cal['314-592-2351 or e-mail 
gscamp@girlscoutsem.org for more info. EOE 

FOR RENT 
One & Two Bedroom Apartments 
& Houses ava ilable in SI. John, Jennings, 
Richmond Heights, 'rkwood, South City, and 
R i~erview. Rents range from 5350 to $7 50, 
5D equal to Rent Criminal & Credit Checks. 
McNamara Management at 314-781 -i 280. 

Furnished Apartments will be availablE 
for Falll009! One and two bEdroom campus 
apartments now available at Mansion Hills 
Apartments. Large apartments include 
dishwasher, gartJage disposal, on-s e laundry 
fa Cilities, pool, UMSL shuttle service, police sub· 
station, etc. Now available. Some restrictions 
apply. CaUtodayl 314-524-3445. 

Unfurnished apartments for rent, 
clOSE to campus near Spiro's restaurant. 
$450-S475Imonth, utili ties separate. 
Contact Bo 314-726-1981. 

WANTED 
EGG DONORS NEEDED 
Heal thy Women' Ages 21-33 
Willin to Help Infertile Couples 
• 55000 per completed cycle * 314-286-2425 
* The Infertility & Reproductive Medicine Center' 
aarnes-Jewish Hosp~al & Washington Univefsity 
School 0f Medicine 

FOR SAlE 
Moving Sale!! I A lot of Bedroom Furniture tn 
Mansion Hill Apt Reading Desk, Chairs, Lamps, 
etc. E-mail kib66@umsl.edu 
Dark forest green 1996 TOYOTA COROLLA 
DX SEDAN for $2900 or best offer. 169k miles, 
5 speed manual transmission, good shape, great 
MPG, great for school. t -maH kib66@umsl.edu. 

FOR HIRE 
Housecleaning jobs wanted. 
References available upon request. 
Conli!ct Maryann @636·577-0401. 

MISC. 
looking tor intermediate-level 
racquetball partner. Contad Joe at 516-7984. 

StudentlHl 

IAJ Sitters 

Make $10 per Hour 
or MORE! 

www.student-sitters.com 

Course Scheduling conflicts? 

~ 

Consider Independent Study! 

Work around_2chedulin-g conflicts .,. and get the courses you want. 

0lZ _ ,h :Jhd __ 
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:or:-b ncw~I)OO ·~~ '~~qI~arW ..... ~._d~~~~d-doI 
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I have a research project 
I need help with. . 

The project is this. r need a few carefree (you mustbe carefree), independent students to 
help me find one professor who will attempt to answer one question about a specific 
historical issue. The question is: "Can you provide, with proof, the name of one person killed 
in a gas chamber at Auschwitz?" 

Will you help me find a professor on your campus who will attempt to answer this 
question? Will you keep me advised of your progress? I can be reached at 
bradiey 19JO@yahOd,c9m 

. [ understand that the question wHJ be considered controversial by some academics and 
students alike. YOLl may be charged with "challenging authority," but it is not illegal to 
challenge authority on a university campus jn a free society, You may have been told that 'it 
is "morally wrong" to ask this quest jon. Do you think it is? Tell me why_ 

If you can find the one professor I am looking for, 1 '11 owe you a beer. At the very least. 

Bradley R. Smith, Founder 
Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust www.codoh.com 
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CURRENT CARTOONISTS 

SCON EBOROUG H 

~A't~1 1'H~ CA15 (fOr -rEt). 
, 1:S fi.lAi MOVSe ST,U.L 

___ ,, __ L4-\I'1:N& ~N youltr4>oM1 

by E. Gearhart 
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''Sconeborough'' is drawn by Current cartoonist Elizabeth Gearhart 

"Margaret & Hooray" is drawn by Current cartoonist Cody Perkins 

perm spawn in high d~f 

ooH wH AfC!iA GOT 
) 

TH£l(t ? IS THAT F()R. 

5PITTI NG: 
~Of£; 1 NO! 
f oR srrtnl\c, · 
GUtSS AbA1 N ! 
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J . 
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"Penn Spawn" is drawn by Current cartoonist Caleb True 

1rhr . (tUrrfnt 
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Coming soon. 

If you r classification of soon 
is next year ... 

CURRENT CROSSWORD 

Vice Presidents 
ry- y-

f----- -

3 r:r- rs- rr-
f---- f--- f----

r--- - ry- -
8 

9 lO 

II 

- f----- 12 

- l3 !4 T5 r"j'6 

- II 
- r---

-
1~ 39· 120 

-
- f---- - r-- -

- r--- "'-- f---

t--- - r-

t--- ,.--- r--

'-- ...-- '--, 

23 
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ACROSS 
3. Killed a man in a duel in 1801 
8. Engaged in the II kitchen debate ll 

with Nikita Khrushchev 
9,. First Republican VP 
10. Known as II Silen.t Cal, II he was 
the first to accept follow-up ques
tions at press conferences when he 
eventually became president 
11. Party that only had two VPs 
13. Was the the first Secretary of 
State, the second VP and eventually 
third president 
18. Wealthy VP who donated his 
salary to charity 
20. He was the first 
21 . Became the fourth new VP in 
four years when elected with Jim
my Carter 
23. Was the eighth VP as well as 
the eighth president 

CURRENT CRYPTOGRAM 

2l 

22 

r--- - -

t---

' t---

DOWN 
1. liThe Buck Stops Here. II 
2. Won the Nobel Peace Prize after 
leaving office 
4. Was born Leslie Lynch King, Jr in 
1913 
5. Only VP to resign due to criminal 
charges 
6. Died in 1853 after only 45 days 
in office 
7. IISpeak softly and carry a big 
stick, and you will go far." 
9. Served as Mayor of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota in the 1940s 
12 . Last VP to succeed due to a 
president's death 
14. Tried to run for President under 
the Know Nothing Party 
15. Had trouble spelling" potato" 
16. Last VP to win election for 
president 
1 T Party with the most VPs (20) 
19. Named acting president twice 
in accordance with the 25th 
Amendment 
22. Current, as well as first Roman 
Catholic, VP 

Find the original meaning of the message below. 
Each letter shown stands for another letter. Break the code for the 

letter A, you will have all of the As in the message, and so on. 

TUUP NV ZNKNF OPQQM 

RWIR FQA ZQKUV HV ICA SICRV 

HV RQ TU WIOOZ 

The first student, faculty or staff member to bring the solution 
(along with who said it) to The Current's office will receive 

a free Current T-shirt! 

CURRENT SODOKU 

I 6 4 9 1 
4 1 8 2 

1 4 5 
61 2 3 

3 8 
2 41 8 , 

6 51 3 
5 9 !6 7 

9 1 
- .. ---. 

2 7 1 
Difficulty: * * (Medium) 

Current Sudoku is made by Gene Doyel, Design Editor 
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Graduates return for Alumni Weekend 
By YOSHIMI TOMONO 

Sra{f IFi"iler 

Did you know that North Campus 
was once a golf course named Bel
lerive Country Club? Did you know 
that the Staff Association begun in 
1982? These questions were part of 
quizzes that the Alumni Assoc iation 
asked alums at this year's Alumni 
Weekend. 

On Friday and Saturday, the Uni
versity of Missouri-SI. Louis held 
events for Alumni as a part of Alumni 
Weekend. A perk this year for alums 
was they could buy UM-St. Louis 
merchandise at the University Book
store at a 50% Jiscount. 

Saturday in the MilielUlium Stu
dent Center, the Alumni Association 
kicked off Alumni Weekend with the 
"Red and Gold Bash" at 5:30-7:30. 
A total of 150 people came to this 
event. Alumni who registered and 
picked up their registTation packet in 

the Nosh got a gift from the Alumni 
Association. The gift consisted of 
coupons for UM-St. Louis' bookstore 
and restaurants, a T-shirt, information 
about the Alumni Association and an 
UM-St. Louis license plate frame for 
a car. In addition to those gifts, the 
Alunmi Association handed people 
a little note that said "My favorite 
memory from my time at UMSL is," 
so attendants could fill the paper out 
and use it as a conversation starter 
with their old UM-St. Louis friends. 

Chancellor Thomas F. George 
attended the events. In addition to 
his role as campus and community 
leader, fundraiser, as a professor of 
chemistry and physics, George is an 
active researcher in chemicals, mate
rials, lasers, and nano-physics. 

"Welcome back to the campus 
of the UMSL! You are part of a sig
nificant group-the nearly 55,000 
UMSL alumni, living and working 
in St. Louis and helping to drive the 

region's economic engine. We are 
proud of who you are and what you 
do for communityl" George said on 
the Alumni Weekend flyer. 

During the Red and Gold Bash, 
alunmi were served pasta and root 
beer among other refreshments. Also. 
alumni could get a glass of wine for 
four dollars or a bottle of beer for 
three from a fully stocked cash bar. 
Conversations abounded while mu
sic from The U (the UMSL Student 
Radio Station) played. For this event, 
the music was mainly from the 1970's 
and 1980's. 'The event, as our inau
gural Alumni Weekend, was fantas
tic . It was attended by many alums, 
shldents, faculty, staff and fIiends," 
George said. 

"The planning and participation 
by all our alumni and staff \'IIas su
perb! It was so exciting and highly 
successful, we look foru'ard to next 
year," George added. 

"[It \vas] lots of fun; ' Monica 

Combest, alumnus. political science 
said. "It was great to see all these 
alumni back on campus." 

"I have too many good memo
ries, but one memory is studying in 
the MSC by the fireplace or the polo 
tournament for Student Life in the 
MSC," she added. Combest said she 
wants to ·come back to these events 
because she loves UM-St. Louis. 

One surprising happening shocked 
and amused attendants of the Alumni 
Weekend event. A Triton man who 
was sprayed bronze showed up at the 
escalator on the 2nd floor in the MSC 
and come down to the attendees to 
the' music from the movie "Pirates of 
the Caribbean." 

"We bave over 500 people reg
istered for Alumni Weekend. Triton 
man made his debut, and a student 
taugbt salsa lessons," Jennifer Black, 
Assistant Director, Alumni Relations 
said. About the Red and Gold Bash 
Black said, "this event went well be-

cause people were laughing and hav
ing a good time." 

In addition to the first opening 
event, the Red and Gold Bash, vari
ous kinds of events were held on the 
weekend. 

The All-Greek Reunion was held 
at Marley's Pub & Grill in Ferguson. 
In addition to these events on last Sat
urday some of the colleges ' lunches ' 
were held on last Saturday. 

Five colleges divided the lunches: 
College of Art & Sciences, Business 
Administration, Education, Fine Arts 
& Communication and Nursing. In 
addition to these majors, there was 
a college lunch event for the Pierre 
Laclede Honors College, the Engi
neering Program and the School of 
Social Work. 

Not smprisingly, the College of 
Business Administration was the 
biggest party compared to any other 
major. About 120 people attended the 
lunch. Conver.sation consisted of talk 

about the new building for the Busi
ness Administration, which will be 
funded by a donation that Anheuser
Bushcontributed. 

Also, William 1 Stollhans· and 
Myles P. Kelly received awards in 
Business Achievement. "It was an 
bonor to receive business achieve
ment award," said Stollhans. 

Other than these events, some 
seminars were opened to Alumni and 
some classes without quizzes such 
as "Today 's Political Science: Local, 
State and National." 

Ter~a Balessteri, director of Ca
reer Services, was an instructor for 
the seminar "Career Workshop." She 
said that it was an excellent way for 
alumni to re-conneci and network to 
learn about re-approaching the job 
search in a tough economy. 

for more alumni infonnation, 
contact to alumni@ums1.edu, call 
314-516-5833, or go to \\iww.OOJsla
lumniorg 

~ Sl!Jmmeli a d 1al 

on-campus 
housing at 

UMSL 

Pi Kappa Alpha rises from ashes 

UM·System addresses energy concerns 

'IOfNC! AWARDS 

UM-St. Louis 
honors 

differences! 
Mini-Edition 

It's cute, it's CUddly ... it's little. 

The first person to return to The Current 
with all correctly circled answers 

recieves a free The Current t-shirt! 

Hint: there are 6 differences 

text MEADOWS 
to 47464 

standBn;I text rate!:! apply 

Pi Ka,ppa Alpha rises from ashes 

UM .. System addressas energy concerns 

soma AWAJ!Il! 

UM-St. Louis 

honors old 

scientists 
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